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Reports  of  the  Siftings  of  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress 

Sittings  of  June  29 


The  Second  World  Trade  Union  Congress 
opened  today  in  the  Palace  of  Arts,  the  facade 
of  which  was  decorated  with  the  flags  of  all 
the  countries  represented  at  the  Congress.  The 
delegates  from  the  workers  of  five  continents 
were  accorded  a  hearty  welcome  by  the  people 
of  Milan  who  had  gathered  in  front  of  the 
palace. 

Several  hundred  delegates  and  trade  union 
representatives  from  many  countries,  guests 
and  press  correspondents  filled  the  spacious 
flag-decked  hall,  ornamented  with  slogans  in 


the  four  official  languages  of  the  Congress 
(Russian,  French,  English  and  Spanish):  “Long 
Live  the  International  Unity  of  the  Working 
People!” — “Long  Live  Lasting  Peace  Among 
Nations!”  The  Congress  was  opened  by  Louis 
Saillant,  General  Secretary  of  the  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Trade  Unions,  who  called  upon 
Giuseppe  Di  Vittorio,  Interim  President  of 
the  WFTU  and  General  Secretary  of  the  Ital¬ 
ian  General  Confederation  of  Labour,  to  de¬ 
liver  the  inaugural  address. 


Speech  by  Giuseppe  Di  Vittorio 


Many  events  have  taken  place  since  the  First 
World  Trade  Union  Congress  in  1945  which 
have  profoundly  changed  the  world  situation. 
These  changes  closely  affect  the  working  Class 
of  all  countries,  since  in  our  times  the  working 
people  are  the  chief  actors  of  history. 

At  the  time  when  the  First  Congress  met, 
the  second  world  war  had  only  just  ended  with 
the  historic  victory  over  fascism  and  hitlerism. 
In  the  course  of  this  war,  which  the  masses 
waged  in  behalf  of  liberty,  democracy,  social 
progress  and  the  national  liberation  of  peoples, 
the  ties  of  solidarity  were  strengthened  be¬ 
tween  the  workers  of  all  countries  and  con¬ 
tinents,  of  all  nationalities,  races  and  religious 
creeds. 

The  triumph  of  the  forces  of  democracy  and 
progress  over  the  forces  of  fascism  and  nazism 
enlivened  the  hope  of  the  workers  and  the  peo¬ 
ples  that  a  better  era  was  ahead,  an  era  of  so¬ 
cial  justice,  liberty  and  national  independence, 
in  particular  for  the  peoples  of  the  colonial  and 
semi-colonial  countries. 

This  new  stage  in  the  history  of  social  prog¬ 
ress  was  marked  by  an  unparalleled  influx  of 
new  forces  of  the  working  people  into  the  free 
and  independent  trade  unions.  New  trade  union 
organizations  arose  in  Europe,  Latin  America, 
in  the  colonial  countries,  in  Asia  and  Africa, 
where  for  the  first  time  millions  of  inhumanly 


exploited  workers  organized  and  took  up  the 
struggle  for  their  economic  demands  and  trade 
union  rights,  for  democratic  liberties  and 
national  independence. 

It  was  in  these  circumstances  of  mounting  in¬ 
ternational  solidarity  that  the  great  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Trade  Unions  was  born,  a  federa¬ 
tion  which  united  some  65  million  organized 
workers  in  52  countries  of  the  five  continents 
of  the  globe.  It  is  the  supreme  merit  of  the 
WFTU  that  for  the  first  time  in  history  it  unit¬ 
ed  in  a  single  organization  such  vast  masses  of 
workers  of  all  races  and  all  continents.  The 
WFTU  came  into  being  as  the  living  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  new  stage  in  history  which  began 
with  the  victory  of  the  peoples  over  fascism, 
and  which  has  been  marked  by  the  enlistment 
into  the  trade  union  struggle,  the  struggle 
for  human  progress,  of  new  sections  of  the 
workers,  of  millions  and  millions  of  men  and 
women  all  of  whom  are  moved  by  a  desire 
to  fight  in  dose  unity  for  a  higher  standard 
of  living,  to  prevent  a  resurgence  of  fascism 
and  to  save  mankind  from  a  new  sanguinary 
war. 

The  WFTU  has  always  held  aloft,  and  will 
continue  to  hold  aloft,  this  banner  of  struggle 
for  the  welfare,  social  progress,  national  in¬ 
dependence  and  peace  of  the  working  people 
of  the  world. 
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In  the  three  and  a  half  years  of  its  existence 
the  Federation  has  done  important  work,  in 
spite  of  all  the  obstacles  put  in  its  way,  not 
infrequently  by  people  in  its  own  ranks.  The 
WFTU  has  rendered  assistance  to  the  working 
people  of  a  number  of  countries,  primarily  of 
colonial  countries  and  the  fascist  countries, 
Spain  and  Greece,  where  the  labouring  folk 
are  brutally  exploited  and  ruthlessly  oppressed. 
Utilizing  every  available  international  forum, 
and  resolutely  acting  in  defence  of  the  per¬ 
secuted  and  exposing  the  crimes  of  the  fascist 
governments,  the  Federation  has  succeeded  in 
saving  the  lives  of  no  few  working  people  and 
trade  union  leaders.  The  WFTU  has  supported 
the  workers  everywhere  in  their  struggle  for 
their  economic  and  social  demands,  and  in 
some  countries  the  workers  not  infrequently 
succeeded  in  securing  substantial  improve¬ 
ments  in  their  living  standards. 

At  the  same  time,  profound  social  reforms 
were  carried  out  in  the  People’s  Democracies, 
by  means  of  which  the  working  people  of  these 
countries  once  and  for  all  smashed  the  age-old 
fetters  of  capitalism  and  feudal  slavery  and 
created  the  conditions  for  building  a  new  so¬ 
ciety,  a  society  where  exploitation  of  man  by 
man,  unemployment,  poverty  and  suffering  is 
unknown.  These  factors  have  strengthened  the 
democratic  labour  movement  throughout  the 
world.  But  this  is  precisely  what  the  trusts  and 
the  private  monopolies  did  not  want.  This  is 
precisely,  what  the  imperialists  did  not  want. 
They  wanted  to  block  social  progress,  to  com¬ 
pel  the  labour  movement  to  retreat  and  to  turn 
back  the  wheel  of  history.  To  this  end,  the  im¬ 
perialists  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
broke  the  solidarity  among  the  Allied  Powers 
who  together  had  won  the  war  against  fascism 
and  nazism.  To  this  end,  they  launched  a  dis¬ 
graceful  campaign  of  calumny  against  the  So- 
■  viet  Union  and  the  other  countries  which  have 
rid  themselves  once  and  for  all  of  every  species 
of  exploitation.  To  this  end,  they  are  trying  to 
divide  the  world  and  are  endeavouring  to  get 
the  working  people  to  follow  this  path,  it  is  to 
this  end  that,  under  the  signboard  of  the  North- 
Atlantic  treaty,  they  have  formed  a  military 
imperialist  coalition  and  are  actively  working 
to  precipitate  a  new  war  with  the  aim  of  estab¬ 
lishing  their  economic  and  political  domination 
over  the  world. 

But  the  people  passionately  desire  peace,  and 
they  are  capable  of  making  their  will  to  peace 
respected.  I  am  confident  that  our  Congress, 
expressing  the  sentiments  of  all  working  peo¬ 


ple,  will  loudly  declare  that  the  WFTU  will 
resolutely  rebuff  all  attempts  to  divide  the 
world,  and  will  fight  for  peace  amiong  nations. 
Together  with  the  threat  of  war,  a  tide  of 
reaction  has  swept  all  the  capitalist  countries, 
especially  the  colonial  and  semi-colonial  coun¬ 
tries,  directed  against  the  working  class  and 
the  trade  union  movement. 

Reaction  has  two  objectives:  one  is  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  trade  union  rights  and  democratic 
liberties  of  the  working  people,  in  order  to  sub¬ 
ject  them  to  unrestricted  exploitation;  the  other 
is  to  rob  the  working  people  of  lawful  means 
of  giving  expression  to  their  will  to  peace,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  unleash  a  new  war.  As  al¬ 
ways,  capitalism  hopes  to  prevent  an  economic 
crisis  with  the  help  of  war  and  intensified  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  the  working  people.  The  situation 
today  is  characterized  by  an  economic  depres¬ 
sion,  which  is  gathering  force  in  all  the  capital¬ 
ist  countries,  including  the  most  powerful,  such 
as  the  United  States,  where  the  output  of  the 
major  branches  of  industry  is  declining  and 
unemployment  is  on  the  increase. 

But  there  is  a  factor  in  the  world  which  no 
one  is  capable  of  concealing  from  the  working 
people.  This  factor  is  more  potent  than  any 
atomic  bomb,  than  any  secret  weapon.  It  con¬ 
sists  in  the  fact  that  only  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  in  the  other  countries  that  have  put  an  end 
to  the  capitalist  system  crises,  depressions 
and  unemployment  are  unknown.  Only  in  these 
countries  is  output  steadily  rising,  and  with  it 
the  material  and  cultural  welfare  of  the  work¬ 
ing  masses. 

Who  is  it  that  is  interested  in  the  WFTU 
“suspending  its  activities”  at  a  time  when  it 
is  more  than  ever  necessary  that  the  inter¬ 
national  trade  union  movement  be  united  and 
powerful?  Who  is  it  that  is  interested  in  split¬ 
ting  international  trade  union  unity  and 
weakening  the  WFTU?  Only  the  warmongers 
and  the  myrmidons  of  reaction.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  splitters  are  working  in  the  service  of 
these  gentry.  I  am  therefore  confident  that  the 
Congress  will  approve  the  resolute  attitude  of 
the  majority  in  the  former  Executive  Bureau 
and  Executive  Committee  in  effectively  repel¬ 
ling  the  attempts  to  liquidate  or  disorganize 
the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions. 

Every  split  is  a  morbid  process.  We  know 
that  we  did  everything  in  our  power  to  avert  it. 
For  this  to  succeed,  it  was  necessary  that  all 
should  honestly  desire  to  serve  the  working 
class,  but  that  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
splitters.  Now  attempts  are  being  made  to  con- 
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vert  the  WFTU  into  an  or^'anization  of  only  a 
part  of  the  working-  class,  of  only  a  part  of 
the  working  people.  But  this  will  not  be!  The 
WFTU  was  and  reinains  a  trade  union 
organization  embracing  all  the  working  people. 
The  WFTU  is  the  sole  organization  of  all  the 
working  people.  P'or  it  alone  does  not  tolerate 
any  political,  ideological,  religious  or  racial  dis¬ 
crimination.  I  do  not  doubt  that  our  Congress 
will  strengthen  international  trade  union  unity 
and  will  justify  the  confidence  which  seventy 
million  working  people  repose  in  the  WFTU. 


After  the  election  of  the  Presidium  of  the 
Congress — consisting  of  Kuznetsov  from  the 
Soviet  Union,  Le  Leap  from  France,  Vicente 
Lombardo  Toledano  from  the  Latin  American 
countries,  Di  Vittorio  from  Italy,  and  of  trade 

The  Activities 

Report  by 

Louis  Saillant  invited  the  delegates  to  give 
their  appraisal  of  the  activities  of  the  Wj^U 
since  its  foundation  at  the  First  Congress  in 
Paris  in  October  1946. 

The  WFTU,  he  said,  was  to  have  carried  on 
the  struggle  for  the  extermination  of  all  fascist 
forms  of  government  and  every  manifestation 
of  fascism,  under  whatever  form  it  operates 
and  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  known. 

Did  the  WFTU  carry  on  this  fight?  The  irre¬ 
concilable  attitude  of  the  Federation  towards 
fascism  and  its  ideology  are  widely  known.  Our 
struggle  against  Franco’s  fascist  regime  and 
the  struggle  we  waged  against  the  policy  of  the 
Greek  royalist-fascists  evoked  response  both  in 
the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  and 
among  the  masses  in  all  countries.  Every  time 
fascist  methods  of  rule  were  directed  against 
the  working  people,  the  voice  of  the  WFTU 
was  to  be  heard.  It  was  because  of  our  resolute 
and  unceasing  anti-fascist  activity  that  the  ac¬ 
cusation  was  levelled  at  us  that  our  organiza¬ 
tion  was  a  political  rather  than  a  trade  union 
organization.  Actually,  these  outcries  about  its 
anti-fascism  are  the  greatest  praise  that  could 
be  given  to  the  WFTU.  Fascism  is  a  destroyer 
of  the  workers’  unions.  It  destroys  the  demo¬ 
cratic  rights  of  the  workers.  The  WFTU  can¬ 
not  cease  or  limit  its  struggle  against  fascism 
and  its  ideology. 


Shame  on  those  who  are  endeavouring  to 
split  the  ranks  of  the  workers!  Shame  on  those 
who  practise  discrimination  among  the  work¬ 
ers  and  sow  strife  in  their  ranks!  Tlonour  and 
glory  to  the  workers  and  the  trade  union  mili¬ 
tants  who  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  the 
cause  of  the  emancipation  of  labour!  Honour 
and  glory  to  those  who  in  the  midst  of  a  fas¬ 
cist  reign  of  terror  fight  for  the  bread,  liberty 
and  the  peace  of  the  working  people!  Long  live 
the  international  unity  of  the  workers!  Long 
live  the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions! 

« 

union  representatives  from  African  countries, 
India,  Holland,  Finland  and  Czechoslovakia — 
the  report  on  the  activities  of  the  WFTU 
was  delivered  by  General  Secretary  Louis 
Saillant. 


of  the  WFTU 

Louis  SallSanf 

The  WFTU,  Saillant  continued,  was  to  have 
combated  war  and  the  causes  of  w^ar,  with 
the  aim  of  securing  the  establishment  of  stable 
and  enduring  peace. 

Did  we  act  in  this  direction?  The  WFTU  con¬ 
stantly  raised  its  voice  against  the  use  of  force 
as  a  means  of  settling  differences  between 
states.  We  always  declared  our  support  of  the 
policy  of  peaceful  negotiations  between  gov¬ 
ernments  and  the  safeguarding  of  the  sover¬ 
eign  rights  of  ah'  nations.  The  idea  that  war  is 
inevitable  was  rejected  by  the  WFTU.  It  called 
upon  all  the  working  people  to  join  the  front 
of  the  partisans  of  peace.  The  WFTU’s  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  Paris  Congress  for  Peace  dem¬ 
onstrated  the  confident  belief  of  our  organiza¬ 
tion  that  the  peoples  possess  the  possibility  of 
preventing  the  unleashing  of  war. 

The  world  peace  front  is  capable  of  frustrat¬ 
ing  the  imperialist  activities  and  aggressive 
policy  of  the  capitalist  monopolies.' Constant  ac¬ 
tivity  in  behalf  of  just  and  lasting  peace  is  the 
very  raison  d’etre  of  the  WFTU.  International 
reaction,  the  instigators  of  war,  the  forces  of 
international  capitalism  and  those  who  obey 
its  law  realized  this  full  well  when  they  aimed 
their  blows  at  our  world  organization,  which  is 
extending  activities  in  behalf  of  peace  and 
which  calls  for  a  policy  of  friendship  and  con¬ 
cord  among  nations. 
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The  WFTU  was  to  give  its  full  support  to 
the  establishment  of  a  powerful  and  effective 
international  organization  vested  with  all  the 
necessary  authority  to  prevent  aggression  and 
maintain  peace. 

Did  we  support  the  United  Nations  in  the 
spirit  of  this  decision?  We  were  the  first,  and 
for  a  long  time  the  only,  international  non¬ 
government  organization  which,  through  its 
centres  and  by  its  propaganda,  disseminated 
throughout  the  world  the  principles  on  which 
the  United  Nations  was  founded. 

We  were,  and  we  remain,  upholders  of  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

The  WFTU  was  to  organize  and  unite  within 
its  ranks  the  trade  unions  of  the  whole  world, 
irrespective  of  considerations  of  race,  national¬ 
ity,  religion  or  political  opinion. 

In  these  past  years  a  number  of  new  trade 
union  organizations  have  been  accepted  into 
the  WFTU  in  accordance  with  this  principle. 
It  was  on  the  basis  of  this  recommendation 
that  the  Executive  Committee  endorsed  the  af¬ 
filiation  of  the  trade  unions  of  the  following 
countries  and  territories,  which  were  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  WFTU  in  1945:  Germany,  Japan, 
Indonesia,  Viet-Nam,  North  Korea,  South 
Korea,  the  Mongolian  People’s  Republic,  the 
Philippines,  Tunis,  Trieste,  Chile,  Southern 
Rhodesia  and  Siam.  Similarly,  relations  have 
been  established  with  the  Pan-Malayan  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Trade  Unions. 

Acting  on  the  recommendations  of  the  First 
World  Trade  Union  Congress,  we  resisted  all 
attempts  to  split  the  trade  unions,  whether  na¬ 
tionally  or  internationally.  On  the  other  hand, 
certain  national  trade  union  organizations  have 
in  the  past  months  left  the  WFTU,  in  the  hope 
of  undermining  the  world  character  of  our  or¬ 
ganization. 

Saillant  further  spoke  of  the  activities  of  the 
WFTU  in  upholding  the  economic  and  social 
rights  of  the  working  people,  and  in  represent¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  the  workers  in  the  Econom¬ 
ic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations 
and  in  the  International  Labour  Organization. 

We  are  proud  of  our  organization,  Saillant 
said.  But  our  pride  does  not  prevent  us  from 
criticizing  our  own  activities.  It  is  our  constant 
endeavour  to  determine  the  best  circum¬ 
stances,  to  occupy  the  firmest  position,  and  to 
adopt  the  fairest  and  most  favourable  decisions 
for  the  working  class.  We  do  not  retreat  before 
criticism,  nor  do  we  try  to  evade  it.  But  we 
are  able  to  distinguish  constructive  criticism 
from  malicious  abuse  that  carries  the  elements 


of  demoralization  into  our  ranks.  This  mali¬ 
cious  “criticism”  has  time  and  again  taken 
the  form  of  attacks  on  the  very  existence  of 
the  WFTU. 

Saillant  illustrated  this  with  a  number  of  ex¬ 
amples  which  “eloquently  show  that  every  time 
we  wanted  to  give  practical  effect  to  decisions 
passed  by  the  Congress,  or  by  the  General 
Council,  or  by  the  Executive  Committee,  every 
time  we  wanted  to  remain  faithful  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  embodied  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
WFTU,  we  met  with  obstruction  even  within 
the  Executive  Bureau.” 

The  brazenness  with  which  the  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  British  TUC,  the  American  CIO 
and  the  Trade  Unions  Federation  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  quitted  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Bureau  in  January  1949  is  an  excellent  illustra¬ 
tion  of  the  attitude  of  men  who  are  responsible 
for  the  unhealthy  atmosphere  they  themselves 
created.  This  atmosphere  was  already  in  evi¬ 
dence  in  1947.  Less  than  six  months  after  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Council  of  the  WFTU 
in  June  1947,  it  became  clear  that  the  intrigues 
had  already  been  carried  even  into  the  WFTU 
executive  bodies.  Their  purpose  was  to  explode 
and  liquidate  our  organization.  We  were  made 
to  feel  that  a  downright  sectarian  spirit  had  in¬ 
vaded  the  executive  bodies  of  the  WFTU,  aim¬ 
ing  at  preventing  the  adoption  of  any  joint  de¬ 
cision  and  thus  justifying  the  international  split¬ 
ting  policy. 

The  splitters  pursued  a  policy  of  discrimina¬ 
tion.  We  could  not  follow  their  example;  this 
is  a  course  we  shall  never  take. 

Our  opponents — from  the  splitters  among 
the  trade  union  leaders  to  the  representatives 
of  capitalism  and  the  employers — accuse  the 
WFTU  of  pursuing  a  Communist  policy.  And 
they  add  that  the  policy  of  the  WFTU  is  guided 
by  the  policy  of  the  Soviet  Government. 

What  is  really  behind  these  assertions? 

In  the  eyes  of  these  individuals,  a  trade  union 
is  a  real  trade  union  only  when  it  comes  out 
against  Communism  and  the  Soviets,  when  it 
joins  the  trend  which,  since  1917,  has  been 
the  trend  of  all  anti-democratic,  anti-social,  and 
anti-labour  reactionary  political  currents. 

As  they  conceive  it,  a  trade  union  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  workers  becomes  a  real  work¬ 
ers’  organization  only  when  it  is  capable  of  en¬ 
tering  into  alliance  with  the  enemies  of  a  coun¬ 
try  like  the  Soviet  Union,  where  28,500,000 
workers  are  of  their  own  free  will  members  of 
trade  unions. 

The  splitters  among  the  trade  union  leaders 
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are  opposed  to  the  World  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions.  Their  chief  charge  against  the  Federa¬ 
tion  is  that  it  has  the  support  of  the  28,500,000 
trade  unionists  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

But  we  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  the  Soviet 
trade  unions  are  affiliated  to  the  WFTU.  The 
Soviet  trade  unions  play  a  role  in  their  country 
which  at  present  the  trade  unions  of  no  other 
country  are  in  a  position  to  play.  The  Soviet 
trade  unions  administer  a  system  of  social  wel¬ 
fare,  which  for  its  perfection  has  no  equal  in 
the  world.  These  unions  run  sanatoria,  rest 
homes,  culture  centres,  children’s  camps; 
they  ensure  the  functioning  of  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  libraries,  which  promote  the  spread 
of  scientific,  technical  and  professional  knowl¬ 
edge.  These  trade  unions  participate  in  the 
fixing  of  wage  scales  and  output  quotas.  No 
“reformist”  trade  union  in  any  capitalist  coun¬ 
try  enjoys  such  opportunities,  provided  for  by 
law,  to  carry  through  reforms  as  those  enjoyed 
by  the  trade  unions  of  the  first  Socialist  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world. 

What  do  the  labour  unions  in  the  capitalist 
countries  stand  to  lose  from  permanent  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Soviet  trade  unions?  Absolutely 
nothing.  What  do  they  stand  to  gain?  The  fruits 
of  experience  in  collective  administration  of 
social  and  professional  institutions,  exercised 
by  and  for  the  working  people.  Only  hidebound 
nationalism  can  prevent  a  trade  union  leader 
from  soberly  evaluating  and  appreciating 
trade  union  activity  in  the  U.S.S.R, 

The  trade  union  policy  of  the  WFTU  is  a  fair 
and  realistic  policy,  confirmed  by  the  day-to- 
day  experience  of  the  labour  movement.  The 
policy  of  the  WFTU  is  not  divorced  from  so¬ 
cial  life.  It  is  perfectly  understood  by  the  work¬ 
ing  people,  who  carry  it  into  effect  instinctive¬ 
ly  and  naturally. 

The  tactics  of  those  who  wanted  to  destroy 
the  WFTU  now  are  to  try  to  isolate  it.  They 
are  not  succeeding.  It  may  be  that,  with  the 
complicity  of  governments,  they  will  succeed  in 
causing  us  certain  difficulties,  for  example,  in 
international  delegations  to  the  United  Nations 
and  the  International  Labour  Organization. 
With  the  support  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
organized  workers  of  the  world,  we  shall  over¬ 
come  these  difficulties. 

It  may  be  that  certain  leaders  of  the  national 
centres  in  some  countries  may  forbid  the  unions 
from  maintaining  relations  with  the  WFTU, 
and  back  their  demands  aimed  against  unity 
with  the  threat  of  expulsion. 

We  have  information  that  such  intentions  do 


exist.  There  may  be  some  who  think  that  the 
WFTU  is  isolated  from  the  working  people  be¬ 
cause  several  leaders  of  the  Belgian  unions  ar¬ 
bitrarily  decided  to  sever  the  500,000  Belgian 
trade  unionists  from  our  organization  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  when  about  one  million  workers  in 
Shanghai  alone  were  preparing  to  join  the 
WFTU! 

It  is  obvious  that  we  shall  maintain  relations 
with  all  the  Belgian  workers,  and  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  arrange  contact  between  the  seamen 
and  dockers  of  Shanghai  and  the  seamen  of 
Antwerp,  London,  Amsterdam,  New  York,  or 
San  Francisco. 

This  task  of  maintaining  friendly  unity 
among  the  workers  chiefly  falls  upon  our  trade 
departments.  It  is  now  perfectly  clear  why  such 
a  fierce  fight  was  waged  against  the  formation 
of  these  departments.  These  were  the  tactics 
of  keeping  all  international  trade  union  activity 
under  the  hegemony  of  a  few  national  organ¬ 
izations.  It  was  an  attempt  to  prevent  in  every 
way  the  development  of  the  trade  union  activ¬ 
ity  of  the  WFTU,  in  order  to  make  it  the  easier 
to  accuse  it  of  being  only  a  political  agency 
and  nothing  more.  We  foiled  this  manoeuvre. 
Our  trade  departments  are  now  being  formed 
one  after  another. 

At  this  Second  World  Trade  Union  Congress 
are  gathered  delegates  from  the  majority  of  the 
countries  of  the  world.  Some  of  them  are  here 
in  the  capacity  of  observers.  But,  together, 
they  represent  an  integral  whole.  Here  we 
have  workers  with  no  party  affiliations,  dem¬ 
ocrats,  religious  believers,  Socialists,  Com¬ 
munists,  Marxists  and  non-Marxists.  Our 
democracy  is  founded  on  respect  for  all  opin¬ 
ions  represented  here. 

Certain  members  of  the  executive  of  the 
WFTU,  fearing  to  come  before  this  Congress 
and  render  account  on  the  fulfillment  of  their 
duties  and  the  tasks  entrusted  to  them,  imagine 
that  the  aim  and  object  of  a  trade  union  is  to 
combat  Communism.  One  of  these  is  James 
Carey,  who,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  in  Rome  in  May  1948,  signed  the 
unanimously  adopted  resolution  on  adminis¬ 
tration  and  policy  of  the  WFTU,  and  then, 
fired  by  self-adulation,  burned  it,  thinking  that 
by  this  act  he  would  set  fire  to  the  WFTU. 
But  our  Federation  has  become  a  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Trade  Unions.  Nobody  can  ignore 
our  decisions.  Nobody  can  prevent  the  pro¬ 
found  influence  of  this  Congress  on  future 
international  developments.  We  shall  carry 
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into  effect  the  decisions  that  will  be  taken 
here  on  the  basis  of  our  rich  experience. 

The  threat  of  economic  crisis  and  war  now 
looms  over  the  world.  These  are  two  manifes¬ 
tations  of  one  and  the  same  factor  of  the  social 
and  economic  rule  of  monopoly  capital.  Eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  and  the  threat  of  war  will  inevit¬ 
ably  lead  to  gigantic  social  conflicts.  There  are 
many  signs  pointing  to  their  approach.  The 
burden  of  the  threatening  crisis  will  fall  upon 
the  working  people,  if  they  do  not  prevent  this 
by  mustering  all  their  forces  and  uniting. 

Responsibility  for  the  large-scale  social  con¬ 
flicts  that  are  bound  to  arise  as  a  result  of  the 
crisis — for  the  workers  will  defend  themselves 
— will  rest  entirely  with  the  ruling  monopoly 
class.  If  it  should  venture  to  invoke  war,  that 
war  will  inevitably  lead  to  the  defeat  and  stern 
punishment  of  all  responsible  for  it. 

The  Second  World  Trade  Union  Congress 
must  declare  that  the  workers,  the  trade  union¬ 
ists  of  all  countries,  will  not  remain  passive 
and  indifferent  in  face  of  these  two  dangers — 
economic  crisis  and  the  threat  of  a  new  war. 
The  working  class  has  already  demonstrated 
that  nothing  can  smash  its  growing  might.  In 
some  countries,  this  class  has  succeeded  in 
taking  the  destiny  of  the  nation  into  its  hands; 
in  other  countries  it  has  created  a  reliable  van¬ 
guard  detachment  of  social  progress  and  gen¬ 
uine  democracy,  whose  triumph  is  nigh. 

Sittings 

The  morning  and  evening  sessions  were  de¬ 
voted  to  discussing  General  Secretary  Saillant’s 
report  on  the  activities  of  the  WFTU  in  the 
period  1945-49. 

Lombardo  Toledano  presided  at  the  morning 
session.  Trade  union  representatives  from  de- 
penaent  and  colonial  countries — Ziartides 
(Cyprus),  Hached  (Tunis),  Calcines  (Cuba)  and 
el-Ariss  (Lebanon) — chiefly  focused  attention 
on  the  assistance  which,  in  accordance  with 
the  decisions  of  the  First  World  Trade  Union 
Congress,  the  WFTU  had  rendered  the  trade 
union  movement  in  the  colonial  and  semi-colo¬ 
nial  countries  of  Africa,  America  and  Asia. 
They  approved  the  General  Secretary’s  report, 
and  urged  the  Congress  to  pass  a  decision  rec¬ 
ommending  the  utmost  extension  of  such  as¬ 
sistance,  in  order  to  raise  the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment  and  the  trade  union  organizations  of 
these  countries  to  a  new  and  higher  level. 

The  Cuban  delegate  told  of  the  terrible  ex- 


This  Congress  must  call  upon  all  workers 
solidly  to  unite  in  order,  by  their  co-ordinate 
action,  to  foil  the  policy  of  social  ruin  and 
threat  of  war. 

An  analysis  of  the  activity  of  the  WFTU 
brings  out  the  imperious  necessity  for  united 
action  by  the  workers  and  their  trade  unions. 
The  cause  of  the  international  unity  of  the 
workers  will  triumph,  because  the  ideas  of  the 
WFTU  have  become  widespread  in  all  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  world,  and  because  the  aims  of  the 
Federation  are  indissolubly  bound  up  with  the 
aims  of  the  working  people,  whatever  their 
race  or  nationality.  The  WFTU  embraces  mil¬ 
lions  of  trade  union  workers.  In  October  1945 
we  numbered  sixty-five  million.  In  spite  of  the 
split,  about  seventy  million  trade  unionists  are 
represented  at  this  Congress.  This  signifies  that, 
materially,  the  WFTU  retains  its  firm  position. 
Morally;  it  has  emerged  victorious  from  all  the 
attacks  launched  with  the  object  of  liquidat¬ 
ing  it. 

We  remain  the  World  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions.  No  one,  no  force,  can  rob  us  of  this 
title,  of  this  name,  which  is  already  indelible 
in  the  history  of  the  international  trade  union 
m.ovement  and  in  the  minds  of  the  working 
masses. 

Saillant  concluded  his  report  with  an  appeal 
for  an  indefatigable  struggle  for  the  unity  of 
the  workers  and  for  peace  among  nations. 

June  30 

ploitation  and  political  terrorism  practised  in 
that  country  by  the  American  imperialists  and 
their  local  servitors.  Eighty-five  per  cent  of 
Cuba’s  principal  national  wealth,  her  sugar 
plantations,  were  in  the  hands  of  North-Amer- 
ican  capitalists.  The  owners’  retort  to  the  trade 
union  movement  among  the  sugar  plantation 
workers  is  a  reign  of  terror. 

On  January  22,  1948,  Jesus  Menendez,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  sugar  workers’  trade 
union,  was  assassinated.  A  similar  fate  is  meted 
out  to  the  leaders  of  other  trade  unions  as 
soon  as  the  workers  in  their  branches  of  in¬ 
dustry  resort  to  the  strike  as  a  weapon  against 
the  tyranny  of  the  exploiters.  Hired  bandits, 
“pistoleros,”  are  employed  by  the  government 
against  trade  union  leaders.  On  October  17, 
1948,  they  killed  Aracelio  Iglesias,  head 
of  the  maritime  federation,  and  at  the  end 
of  1947  they  murdered  Fernandez  Roig,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  tobacco  workers’  union.  Rail- 
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waymen’s  and  tramwaymen’s  leaders  Lezcano, 
Montore,  Cabiera  and  Febles,  also  fell  at  the 
hand  of  hired  assassins. 

But  in  the  face  of  this  imperialist  rapine,  the 
working  class  of  Cuba  remains  unbowed.  Well 
familiar  with  the  brutality  of  Imperialism,  the 
Cuban  workers  realize  that  the  fight  for  peace, 
the  fight  against  the  threat  of  war,  is  the  basic 
and  urgent  task  of  the  international  trade  union 
movement.  The  workers  of  Cuba  are  alive  to 
their  duty.  They  are  organizing  a  movement 
for  peace  in  their  country.  They  will  never 


agree  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  People’s  Democracies,  where  the  work¬ 
ing  people  are  building  a  happy  life. 

El-Ariss,  the  Lebanon  delegate,  moved  that 
a  conference  of  trade  unions  of  the  Near  and 
Middle  East  be  convened  to  co-ordinate  the 
struggle  of  the  workers  of  these  countries 
against  the  universal  assault  of  reaction  on 
their  rights  and  liberties.  He  also  proposed  that 
a  specal  department  of  the  WFTU  for  Arab 
countries  be  instituted  and  that  a  trade  union 
bulletin  in  the  Arab  language  be  published. 


Speech  by  L.  N.  Solovyov,  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Council  of  Trade  Unions  of  the  U.S.S.R. 


The  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions, 
formed  by  the  will  of  the  working  millions  of 
the  world,  has  become  a  fighting  and  au¬ 
thoritative  organization,  which  speaks  in  the 
name  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
organized  workers.  In  pursuance  of  the  deci¬ 
sions  of  the  London  Conference  and  the  Paris 
Congress,  the  WFTU  has  launched  an  active 
struggle  for  the  improvement  of  the  lot  of  the 
working  class  and  in  defence  of  trade  union 
rights  and  liberties.  Time  and  again  the  WFTU 
has  raised  its  voice  in  protest  against  the  per¬ 
secution  of  trade  unions  and  trade  union  lead¬ 
ers  in  Franco  Spain,  Greece,  Kuomintang 
China,  India,  Latin  America,  Iran,  Jamaica, 
Cyprus,  Africa,  Egypt  and  other  countries. 
The  Federation  has  worked  persistently  to 
secure  full  representation  in  the  United  Na¬ 
tions. 

After  great  effort,  and  thanks  to  the  constant 
support  of  the  government  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  of  the  People’s  Democracies,  the  WFTU 
succeeded  in  securing  certain,  although  still 
limited,  rights  in  the  United  Nations.  The 
WFTU  makes  use  of  these  rights  to  uphold  the 
interests  of  the  working  people  in  UNO,  to 
protect  the  liberty  of  trade  unions,  to  secure 
the  application  of  the  principle  of  equal  pay  for 
equal  work,  and  to  combat  every  form  of  dis¬ 
crimination. 

The  WFTU  supports  the  workers  of  the  co¬ 
lonial  countries  in  their  just  struggle  for  liberty 
and  national  independence,  and  comes  out 
against  the  rapacious  colonial  wars  in  Indo¬ 


nesia,  Viet-Nam,  Burma,  Malaya  and  other 
countries. 

The  WFTU  works  indefatigably  to  promote 
and  further  mutual  co-operation  and  interna¬ 
tional  solidarity  among  the  workers,  for  which 
purpose  it  has  set  up  international  trade  de¬ 
partments. 

One  of  the  principal  aims  written  into  the 
Federation’s  Constitution  is  to  fight  for  the 
complete  extermination  of  fascism,  against  war 
and  the  causes  of  war,  and  for  stable  and  en¬ 
during  peace. 

Guided  by  the  decisions  of  the  London  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  Paris  Congress,  the  WFTU 
vigorously  denounces  the  existence  of  fascist 
regimes  in  Spain  and  Greece,  and  works  for  the 
speediest  and  fullest  denazification  and  demil¬ 
itarization  of  Germany,  the  demilitarization 
of  Japan,  and  the  formation  of  united  demo¬ 
cratic  trade  unions  in  these  countries.  The 
WFTU  twice  sent  commissions  to  investigate 
the  situation  in  Germany  and  to  assist  the 
democratic  German  trade  unions,  and  submit¬ 
ted  its  recommendations  to  the  occupation  au¬ 
thorities  of  the  four  Powers  and  to  the  Con¬ 
trol  Council  for  Germany.  The  WFTU  urged 
the  occupation  authorities  to  encourage  the 
development  of  the  democratic  trade  union 
movement  in  Germany  and  to  grant  the  trade 
unions  right  of  representation  in  all  bodies, 
particularly  those  associated  with  denazifica¬ 
tion.  It  likewise  urged  the  occupation  au¬ 
thorities  to  sanction  the  setting  up  in  Berlin  of 
a  liaison  bureau  of  the  WFTU  to  assist  the 
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German  unions  in  forming  a  united  German 
trade  union  centre. 

This  would  have  been  an  important  factor 
in  promoting  the  democratization  of  Germany 
and  furthering  her  economic  and  political  unity. 
But  the  WFTU’s  recommendations  were  car¬ 
ried  out  only  in  the  Soviet  zone.  The  occupa¬ 
tion  authorities  of  the  Western  zones  ignored 
the  Federation’s  demands.  While  preventing 
the  WFTU  from  setting  up  a  liaison  bureau, 
they  granted  this  right  to  the  A.F.  of  L.,  which 
is  working  to  undermine  and  split  the  trade 
union  movement  in  Germany  and  in  other 
countries. 

L.  N.  Solovyov  further  pointed  out  that  the 
WFTU  was  conducting  its  activities  in  a  com¬ 
plex  international  situation,  when  the  imperial¬ 
ists  were  trying  to  plunge  the  world  into  a 
new  war.  The  work  of  the  Federation  was 
proceeding  amidst  a  stubborn  struggle  against 
reaction,  which  was  striving  to  suppress  the 
labour  movement  in  the  capitalist  and  colonial 
countries,  split  the  ranks  of  the  working  class 
and  deprive  it  of  the  possibility  of  putting  up 
organized  resistance  to  the  exploiters  and  the 
imperialist  warmongers.  In  the  capitalist  and 
colonial  countries,  the  living  standard  of  the 
working  class  was  steadily  declining,  unem¬ 
ployment  was  growing,  exploitation  was  being 
intensified,  every  attempt  of  the  workers  to 
secure  an  improvement  of  their  conditions  was 
suppressed,  strikes  were  being  prohibited,  anti¬ 
labour  laws  were  being  passed,  and  free  trade 
unions  were  being  persecuted. 

The  Marshall  plan,  forced  upon  the  peoples 
of  Western  Europe  by  the  American  imperial¬ 
ists,  is  a  heavy  burden  on  the  working  masses, 
Solovyov  said.  Hindering  as  it  does  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  national  industries  of  the  West- 
European  countries,  the  Marshall  plan  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  further  deterioration  of  the  already 
severe  lot  of  the  workers,  in  fresh  privations 
and  in  wholesale  unemployment. 

In  their  preparations  for  a  new  war,  the  im¬ 
perialists  are  forming  military  and  political 
blocs — Western  Union,  the  North-Atlantic 
pact — designed  to  crush  the  democratic  and 
national-liberation  movement  throughout  the 
world,  and  to  unleash  a  war  of  conquest  and 
rapine.  The  common  people  in  all  countries, 
who  yearn  for  peace,  liberty  and  better  condi¬ 
tions  of  life,  are  rising  against  these  aggres¬ 
sive  imperialist  schemes,  pacts  and  blocs.  The 
struggle  between  the  forces  of  reaction  and 
the  forces  of  progress,  between  the  forces  of 
imperialism  and  the  forces  of  democracy,  be¬ 


tween  the  fomenters  of  war  and  the  partisans 
of  peace,  is  reflected  in  the  world  trade  union 
movement.  Supporters  of  the  imperialists  and 
warmongers  made  their  appearance  within 
the  ranks  of  the  WFTU.  The  leaders  of  the 
British  TUG  and  the  American  CIO  endeav¬ 
oured  to  utilize  the  WFTU  for  propaganda  on 
behalf  of  the  imperialist  Marshall  plan,  they 
strove  to  turn  it  into  an  arena  of  political  in¬ 
trigue.  And  when  these  efforts  failed,  they  de¬ 
cided  to  paralyze  the  WFTU  and  bring  about 
its  liquidation,  which  fully  accords  with  the 
plans  of  the  imperialists,  the  plans  of  the  war¬ 
mongers. 

The  WFTU  is  one  of  the  serious  obstacles  to 
the  criminal  designs  of  the  imperialist  forces. 
That  is  why  they  so  fiercely  attack  it,  with  the 
object  of  discrediting  it,  splitting  it  and  termin¬ 
ating  its  activities.  Deakin,  Carey  and  Kupers 
have  proved  to  be  loyal  accomplices  of  the 
imperialists.  Deakin,  ex-president  of  the  WFTU 
who  had  once  solemnly  vowed  to  act  honestly 
and  conscientiously  by  the  organization  that 
had  entrusted  him  with  the  high  post  of  presi¬ 
dent,  became  an  open  enemy  of  the  WFTU.  He 
formed  a  reactionary  bloc  within  it,  which  sab¬ 
otaged  its  activities  in  every  way  and  frus¬ 
trated  the  implementation  of  cardinal  decisions 
of  the  Paris  World  Trade  Union  Congress. 
Thus,  it  was  owing  to  the  fault  of  the  leaders 
of  the  TUC  and  the  CIO  that  the  WFTU  failed 
to  send  a  commission  to  the  Asiatic  coun¬ 
tries  and  to  convene  an  Asian  trade  union 
conference.  Negotiations  were  deliberately 
started  with  the  international  trade  secretar¬ 
iats  as  to  the  terms  on  which  they  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  merge  with  the  trade  departments  of 
the  WFTU,  and  they  were  prompted  to  refuse 
to  co-operate  with  the  WFTU  precisely  at  a 
time  when  the  offer  was  made  to  them  to  put 
forward  any  conditions  for  joining  the  WFTU 
that  were  acceptable  to  them.  Owing  to  the 
sabotage  of  the  TUC  and  the  CIO  leaders, 
the  WFTU  did  not  succeed  in  bringing  about 
the  unification  of  the  German  trade  unions 
on  a  national  scale.  The  TUC  and  CIO  leaders 
encouraged  the  split  in  the  German  trade 
union  movement  by  recognizing  the  schismatic 
so-called  “independent  trade  union  opposi¬ 
tion.”  They  also  got  the  American  and  British 
occupation  authorities  not  to  carry  out  the 
WFTU’s  recommendations  with  respect  to 
the  denazification  and  democratization  of 
Germany. 

The  treacherous  plans  of  the  splitters  to  de¬ 
stroy  world  labour  unity  and  to  secure  the  liq^ 
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uidation  of  the  WFTU  have  ended  in  complete 
fiasco.  The  WFTU  remains  a  powerful  and 
competent  fighting  organization,  prepared  to 
stand  every  trial  and  to  continue  its  resolute 
struggle  in  behalf  of  the  vital  interests  of  the 
workers. 

L.  N.  Solovyov  declared  in  conclusion:  In 
the  name  of  the  trade  unions  of  the  U.S.S.R., 
the  Soviet  delegation  moves  the  approval  of  the 
activities  of  the  WFTU,  which  are  aimed  at 
improving  the  condition  of  the  working  class, 
protecting  its  democratic  rights  and  liberties, 
and  ensuring  stable  and  lasting  world  peace. 
The  Soviet  delegation  deems  it  necessary,  in 
particular,  to  place  on  record  the  efforts  of 
the  executive  organs  of  the  WFTU  to  pre¬ 
serve  world  trade  union  unity,  and  moves  that 
the  actions  undertaken  by  the  Executive  Bu¬ 
reau  and  Executive  Committee  in  connection 
with  the  attempts  of  the  splitters  to  liquidate 
the  WFTU,  be  approved.  The  Congress  should 
brand  the  new  trade  union  federation  being 
formed  by  the  splitters,  and  call  upon  the  work¬ 
ers  and  the  trade  unions  of  all  countries  to 
boycott  this  blackleg  organization. 

The  Soviet  delegation  moves  that  the  Con¬ 
gress  address  an  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
trade  unions  of  Britain,  the  U.S.A.,  Holland, 
Norway,  Denmark,  Belgium  and  other  coun¬ 
tries  whose  leaders  have  announced  their  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  WFTU,  calling  upon  them  to 
re-establish  close  ties  and  co-operation  with 
the  WFTU  and  its  trade  departments,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  splitting  activities  of  the  reac¬ 
tionary  trade  union  leaders;  and  also  appeal  to 
the  members  of  the  trade  unions,  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  unions  and  local  trade  union  councils 
of  these  countries  to  form  committees  of  co¬ 
operation  with  the  WFTU  in  towns  and  in 
factories,  wherever  the  conditions  for  this  ex¬ 
ist,  and  to  carry  out  joint  actions  with  trade 
unions  belonging  to  the  WFTU  in  defence  of 
the  interests  of  the  working  class. 

The  WFTU  is  the  sole  all-embracing  world 
organization  of  the  working  class,  within 


After  L.  N.  Solovyov,  Secretary  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Council  of  Trade  Unions  of  the  U.S.S.R., 
Gaston  Monmousseau,  delegate  from  the 
French  General  Confederation  of  Labour,  took 
the  floor.  He  seconded,  the  motion  of  the  Soviet 
delegation  suggesting  that  an  appeal  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  members  of  the  trade  unions  of 


whose  ranks  are  united  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  trade  unions  of  the  world,  ir¬ 
respective  of  race,  nationality,  religipn  or  po¬ 
litical  conviction.  It  would  be  expedient  to 
stress  in  the  decisions  of  the  Congress  that 
the  doors  of  the  WFTU  remain  wide  open  to 
all  trade  union  organizations,  including  those 
whose  leaders  have  announced  their  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  WFTU. 

The  Soviet  delegation  moves  that  the  efforts 
of  the  WFTU  to  secure  recognition  of  its 
rights  in  the  United  Nations  be  placed  on  rec¬ 
ord,  and  that  the  Congress  express  its  vigorous 
protest  against  the  actions  of  UNO  in  violat¬ 
ing  the  lawful  rights  of  the  WFTU  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  decision  of  questions  of  vital  im¬ 
portance  to  the  working  people  of  the  world 
raised  by  the  WFTU.  We  cannot  refrain  from 
voicing  our  protest  against  the  fact  that  the 
UN  Economic  and  Social  Council  did  not  settle 
the  question  of  protecting  trade  union  rights 
and  liberties,  but  turned  it  over  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Labour  Organization,  which,  in  defer¬ 
ence  to  the  interests  of  the  employers,  sup¬ 
planted  this  question  with  general  talk  about 
freedom  of  association.  The  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  should  be  instructed  to  demand  of  UNO 
full  representation  for  the  WFTU,  as  the  world 
organization  of  the  working  class. 

The  Soviet  delegation  expresses  its  firm  con¬ 
viction  that  the  WFTU,  with  the  active  assist¬ 
ance  of  all  its  affiliated  national  trade  union 
centres,  will  develop  its  activity  on  a  broad 
scale  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  tasks 
inscribed  in  its  Constitution,  and  of  the  tasks 
which  will  be  entrusted  to  it  by  this  World 
Trade  Union  Congress.  The  Soviet  delegation 
assures  the  Congress  that  the  trade  unions  of 
the  U.S.S.R.  will  continue  as  heretofore  to  ob¬ 
serve  their  internationai  obligations  and  ac¬ 
tively  assist  the  WFTU  in  all  its  work.  May 
the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  formed 
by  the  will  of  the  working  people  of  all  coun¬ 
tries,  live  and  flourish! 


Britain,  the  United  States,  Holland  and  other 
countries,  whose  leaders  had  announced  their 
withdrawal  from  the  WFTU,  calling  upon  them 
to  re-establish  close  ties  with  the  WFTU  and 
its  trade  departments.  He  cited  the  example  of 
the  French  trade  unions,  showing  that  the 
splitting  activities  of  chameleon  Jouhaux, 
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who  came  out  against  the  General  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  Labour  on  the  orders  of  the  American 
monopolies  and  by  a  personal  deal  with  Mar¬ 
shall,  had  not  erected  an  insuperable  barrier 
between  the  majority  of  the  French  workers, 
united  in  the  CGT,  and  the  workers  who  had 
been  misled  by  the  false  slogans  of  the  “Force 
ouvriere.” 

This  was  borne  out  by  the  effective  united 
actions  between  workers  belonging  to  the 
CGT  and  supporters  of  the  “Force  ouvriere” 
in  individual  labour  conflicts. 

Louis  Saillant,  General  Secretary  of  the 
WFTU,  then  announced  that  the  Presidium  of 
the  Congress  had  received  information  to  the 
effect  that  General  MacArthur,  commander  of 
the  occupation  forces  in  Japan,  had  refused 
exit  visas  to  all  the  members  of  the  delegation 
from  the  Japanese  trade  unions  to  the  World 
Trade  Union  Congress.  In  the  name  of  the 
Congress  delegates,  Saillant  hailed  the 
6,700,000  trade  unionists  of  Japan  and  ex¬ 
pressed  solidarity  with  them.  He  moved  that 


* 


At  the  evening  sitting  on  June  30,  trade 
union  representatives  from  the  People’s  De¬ 
mocracies  of  Hungary,  Poland  and  Czechoslo¬ 
vakia  took  part  in  the  debate  on  the  General 
Secretary’s  report. 

Apro  Antal,  General  Secretary  of  the  Hun¬ 
garian  Trade  Unions,  stated  that  the  Hungar¬ 
ian  delegation  approved  the  report  and  ex¬ 
pressed  confidence  that  after  this  Congress  the 
WFTU  would  be  able  to  act  with  greater  en¬ 
ergy  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  workers  of  the  world.  In  Hungary  the  key¬ 
note  of  the  preparations  for  the  World  Trade 
Union  Congress  was  the  necessity  of  strength¬ 
ening  international  proletarian  solidarity. 

Tadeusz  Cwik,  representing  the  Polish  trade 
unions,  voiced  the  certainty  that  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress  would  expose 
and  brand  the  actions  of  the  splitting  elements 
working  in  the  service  of  the  imperialist 
forces,  and  would  help  the  workers  they  had 
deceived  to  realize  the  false  position,  they  were 
in.  Those  who  had  followed  the  handful  of 
splitters  must  not  be  considered  lost  to  the 
cause  of  the  working  class,  to  the  cause  of 
unity  of  the  workers.  It  was  the  task  of  the 
Congress  to  help  the  WFTU  to  knit  and 


a  protest  be  wired  to  General  MacArthur,  as 
well  as  to  the  Secretary-General  of  the  United 
Nations,  against  this  violation  of  democratic 
rights  by  the  commander  of  the  armed  forces 
occupying  a  territory  on  behalf  of  one  of  the 
member  states  of  the  United  Nations. 

The  Congress  adopted  Saillant’s  proposal. 

Lombardo  Toledano,  who  followed  Saillant, 
stressed  that  the  task  of  the  Congress  was  not 
only  to  draw  up  directives  for  the  trade  union 
centres  affiliated  to  the  WFTU,  but  also  to 
pass  decisions  which  would  serve  as  an  orien¬ 
tation  to  the  broad  sections  of  the  working 
people  still  not  associated  with  the  WFTU. 
Stigmatizing  the  splitting  activities  of  the 
agents  of  imperialism  in  the  labour  move¬ 
ment,  Toledano  advised  the  WFTU  to  have  in 
view  the  opportunities  available  to  it  for  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  working  masses  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  morning  session  closed  with  a  speech 
by  the  Yugoslav  representative,  Bojichevich. 


* 


strengthen  living  contact  with  that  section  of 
the  workers  which  had  temporarily  been  drawn 
into  the  orbit  of  the  splitting  manoeuvres. 

Erban,  of  the  Czechoslovak  trade  unions, 
declared  that  the  workers  of  his  country  had 
learned  with  satisfaction  of  the  rebuff  adminis¬ 
tered  in  January  of  this  year  by  the  majority 
of  the  WFTU  Executive  Committee  to  the  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  agents  of  imperialism  to  explode 
the  WFTU  from  within  and  liquidate  it. 

Warnke,  representative  of  the  Federation 
of  Free  German  Trade  Unions  in  the  Soviet 
zone  and  Greater  Berlin,  speaking  in  the  name 
of  5,100,000  trade  unionists,  voiced  the  grat¬ 
itude  of  the  German  workers  to  the  WFTU  for 
its  constant  efforts  to  ensure  the  denazification 
of  Germany  and  to  create  a  single  national 
trade  union  centre. 

Prof.  J.  G.  Crowther  greeted  the  Congress 
on  behalf  of  the  World  Federation  of  Scien¬ 
tific  Workers,  and  stressed  how  important  it 
was  for  the  scientific  workers  to  join  in  close 
alliance  with  manual  workers. 

Vice-President  of  the  International  Demo¬ 
cratic  Women’s  Federation  Maria-Maddalena 
Rossi  read  a  message  of  greeting  from  that 
federation  to  the  Congress. 
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Jarblum,  a  delegate  from  the  Histadrut 
trade  union  centre  of  Israel,  spoke  in  behalf 
of  trade  union  unity. 


At  the  close  of  the  sitting,  Borisov,  of  the 
Soviet  delegation,  presented  the  report  of  the 
Auditing  Committee  of  the  WFTU. 


The  debate  on  the  report  of  General  Secre¬ 
tary  Saillant  was  continued  at  the  morning  and 
evening  sittings  of  July  1.  Gheorghe  Apostol, 
President  of  the  General  Confederation  of  La¬ 
bour  of  Rumania,  Dimitr  Blagoyev,  member  of 
the  General  Workers’  Alliance  of  Bulgaria,  and 
Misha  Kristaq,  head  of  the  Albanian  delega¬ 
tion,  told  of  the  achievements  of  the  trade 
union  movement  in  the  People’s  Democracies, 
where  the  principles  of  workers’  unity  and 
proletarian  internationalism,  which  inspired 
the  activities  of  the  great  World  Federation 
of  Trade  Unions,  had  triumphed. 

Iscaro,  Argentine  delegate,  Ocampo,  repre¬ 
senting  the  workers  of  Chile,  and  Wickrema- 
singhe,  leader  of  the  Ceylon  unions,  painted  a 
picture  of  the  savage  persecution  of  the  work¬ 
ers  and  violation  of  their  rights  and  liberties 
in  their  countries. 

Blokzijl,  representing  the  united  trade 
unions  of  Holland,  and  Wolfson,  delegate  from 
the  workers  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  told 
of  the  struggle  of  the  trade  unions  of  their 
countries  against  colonial  oppression,  against 
the  bloody  misdeeds  of  the  imperialists  in  the 
colonies,  and  against  race  discrimination, 
which  was  a  weapon  used  by  reaction  to  split 
and  weaken  the  international  front  of  the  forces 
of  labour,  democracy  and  peace. 

Jarjura,  delegate  from  the  Arab  Workers’ 
Congress  of  Israel,  and  Radich,  representing 
united  trade  unions  of  the  Free  Territory  of 
Trieste,  expressed  confidence  that  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress  would  help  the 
workers  languishing  under  the  yoke  of  im¬ 
perialism  to  widen  the  struggle  for  their  trade 
union  rights  and  national  independence. 


Sittings 

The  Congress  then  passed  to  the  next  point 
on  its  agenda:  general  policy  of  the  WFTU  and 
its  struggle  in  behalf  of  international  trade 
union  unity,  peace  and  the  democratic  rights 
of  the  peoples. 


of  July  1 

All  the  speakers  expressed  the  profound 
gratitude  of  the  working  people  of  their  coun¬ 
tries  to  the  WFTU  for  the  assistance  it  ren¬ 
dered  the  trade  union  movement,  and  stigma¬ 
tized  the  actions  of  the  splitters  of  internation¬ 
al  trade  union  unity. 

Federico  Rossi  and  De  Franceschi,  members 
of  the  Italian  delegation,  welcomed  the  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  WFTU  in  the  name  of  the  work¬ 
ers,  Catholic  and  Socialist,  belonging  to  the 
Italian  General  Confederation  of  Labour,  who 
are  loyal  to  the  principles  of  trade  union 
unity. 

Thornton,  secretary  of  the  Australian  iron 
workers’  association,  read  out  a  message  of 
solidarity  sent  to  the  Congress  by  the  Amer¬ 
ican  fur  and  leather  workers’  and  office  work¬ 
ers’  unions,  affiliated  to  the  CIO. 

Herbert  Williams,  secretary  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Democratic  Youth,  delivered  the 
greetings  of  the  federation  to  the  Congress. 

Henri  Raynaud,  member  of  the  Credentials 
Committee,  reported  that  the  Congress  was  at¬ 
tended  by  240  delegates  from  43  countries, 
representing  71,608,788  trade  unionists.  In 
addition,  23  representatives  from  10  countries 
were  present  as  observers. 

General  Secretary  Saillant,  winding  up  the 
debate  on  his  report,  spoke  of  the  persecution 
,  to  which  the  trade  union  movement  and  its 
leaders  were  being  subjected  by  the  reaction¬ 
ary  governments.  Amid  stormy  applause  from 
the  delegates,  Saillant  recommended  all  gov¬ 
ernments  to  bear  in  mind  that  no  threats  of 
imprisonment,  violence  or  execution  could  com¬ 
pel  the  WFTU  and  its  affiliated  trade  union 
centres  to  relinquish  the  fight  for  the  sacred 
cause  of  the  working  people. 


July  2 

The  report  on  this  subject  was  made  by 
the  head  of  the  Soviet  delegation,  V.  V.  Kuz¬ 
netsov,  who  was  greeted  by  the  whole 
Congress  with  loud  and  prolonged  cheers  and 
applause. 
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The  WFTU  in  the  Fight  for  Peace,  the 
Democratic  Rights  of  the  People  and  Trade 

Union  Unity 

Report  by  Y.  Y.  Kuznetsov 


Dear  friends,  there  has  been  no  other  world 
trade  union  organization  in  history  of  such  an 
all-embracing  character  as  the  World  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Trade  Unions.  It  was  founded  in  order 
to  unite  the  efforts  of  the  workers  of  all  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  struggle  for  durable  peace  among 
nations,  for  a  better  standard  of  living  for  the 
working  people,  and  for  their  democratic 
rights  and  liberties. 

At  the  cost  of  immense  sacrifices  borne  in 
the  most  sanguinary  of  wars,  the  working 
class  achieved  its  long-standing  and  cherished 
dream — unification  of  its  forces  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  winning  a  better  future  for  labouring 
humanity. 

When  our  Federation  was  being  formed  in 
1945,  the  peoples  of  the  world  were  still  full 
of  the  hope  that,  with  the  victorious  end  of  the 
war  and  the  demolition  of  fascism,  mankind 
would  at  last  be  rid  of  the  threat  of  war,  that 
the  governments  of  the  Great  Powers  would 
honour  the  solemn  promises  they  made  during 
the  war,  and  that  a  powerful  international  or¬ 
ganization  would  be  formed  to  protect  the 
peace  and  guarantee  the  democratic  develop¬ 
ment  and  security  of  nations. 

But  these  hopes  gave  way  to  alarm  when  it 
became  clear  that  the  monopolistic  circles  of 
the  United  States,  having  done  nothing  to  give 
effect  to  the  wartime  promises  and  declara¬ 
tions,  had  begun  preparations  for  a  new  world 
war,  and  were  threatening  to  bring  upon  man¬ 
kind  even  more  terrible  sufferings  than  those  it 
had  borne  in  the  past  war  which  had  been 
forced  upon  it  by  German  fascism. 

Having  enormously  enriched  themselves  in  * 
the  war  and  brought  many  countries  and  ter¬ 
ritories  under  their  sway,  the  American  mo¬ 
nopolists  decided  that  there  was  now  no  longer 
any  need  to  continue  the  policy  of  honest  in¬ 
ternational  co-operation  to  which  President 
Roosevelt  had  adhered.  Roosevelt’s  policy  of 
world  co-operation  has  now  been  supplanted 
by  a  policy  of  aggression  and  frenzied  expan¬ 
sion,  by  a  struggle  for  world  hegemony  and 
a  policy  of  dictation  towards  those  countries 


whose  governments,  in  betrayal  of  the  in¬ 
terests  of  their  nations,  permit  American  busi¬ 
ness  to  lord  it  in  their  territories. 

Now,  as  you  know,  the  reactionary  circles 
of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are, 
with  the  help  of  the  dollar  and  by  force  of 
arms,  imposing  their  domination  upon  peoples. 
This  policy  of  the  imperialists  has  found  its 
most  glaring  expression  in  the  so-called  Mar¬ 
shall  plan,  in  Western  Union  and  in  the  North- 
Atlantic  treaty,  which  are  instruments  for  fur¬ 
thering  the  designs  of  the  fomenters  of  a  new 
war. 

The  real  purpose  of  this  policy,  no  matter 
how  it  is  camouflaged,  is  to  enthrall  Western 
Europe  economically  and  politically,  to  rob  its 
peoples  of  their  national  independence,  to  re¬ 
build  the  war  industrial  potential  of  Germany 
and  to  convert  her  into  an  arsenal  and  stra¬ 
tegical  base  of  the  American  and  British  im¬ 
perialists. 

In  order  to  justify  and  to  veil  the  policy  of 
preparing  and  precipitating  a  new  war,  the 
imperialist  camp  and  the  instigators  of  aggres¬ 
sion  of  the  type  of  Churchill,  are  doing  every¬ 
thing  in  their  power  to  poison  the  minds  of 
the  people  with  the  venom  of  enmity  and  hatred 
for  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  Democ¬ 
racies. 

The  war  against  fascism  demonstrated  the 
possibility  and  fruitfulness  of  effective  co-oper¬ 
ation  among  nations,  regardless  of  differ¬ 
ence  in  political  and  social  systems.  The  So¬ 
viet  Government,  expressing  the  will  of  the 
entire  Soviet  people,  has  time  and  again  mani¬ 
fested,  and  still  manifests,  its  readiness  to  ex¬ 
tend  and  strengthen  international  co-operation 
with  all  countries,  regardless  of  their  social 
systems.  In  spite  of  this,  the  prompters  of  ag¬ 
gression  are  striving  to  persuade  the  peoples 
that  peaceful  co-operation  between  the  two 
systems — the  Socialist  and  the  capitalist — is 
impossible.  They  base  the  strategy  of  their 
war  preparations  on  the  preaching  of  the 
false  doctrine  that  the  two  systems  cannot 
live  in  peace.  And  as  a  consequence  of  this 
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we  have  the  intense  armament  drive  going 
on  in  the  warmongers’  camp. 

As  we  know,  preparation  for  war  and  war 
itself  are  a  source  of  immense  enrichment  for 
the  capitalists.  The  armament  kings  squeeze 
their  huge  profits  out  of  the  working  class, 
by  forcing  down  its  standard  of  living  and 
condemning  the  workers  to  destitution.  The 
capitalists  have  foisted  the  weighty  burden  of 
military  expenditure  exclusively  on  the  shoul¬ 
ders  of  the  working  class,  of  all  the  working 
people.  We  see  that  inflation  is  growing,  that 
taxation  is  mounting,  and  that  the  prices  of 
prime  necessities  are  rising.  And  at  the  same 
time,  wages  are  steadily  declining  and  unem¬ 
ployment  rapidly  increasing,  the  number  of 
jobless  already  amounting  to  tens  of  millions 
of  people. 

There  are  more  than  one  million  unemployed 
in  the  Western  zones  of  Germany  alone.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  workers  have  been 
thrown  out  of  their  jobs  in  Holland  and  Bel¬ 
gium.  Look  at  Belgium.  It  is  a  small  country 
with  a  rather  highly  developed  industry.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Belgian  Unemployment  Fund,  in 
the  spring  of  1949  the  number  of  people  with¬ 
out  work  reached  300,000.  How  far  all  this  is 
from  the  solemn  declarations  on  full  employ¬ 
ment  contained  in  the  Atlantic  Charter  and 
the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations! 

In  their  dread  of  the  approaching  new  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis,  the  American  capitalists,  as  you 
know,  are  enforcing  partial  or  complete  sus¬ 
pension  of  operations  in  plants  and  in  whole 
branches  of  the  national  industry  of  France, 
Italy,  Belgium  and  other  countries,  dooming 
fresh  hundreds  and  thousands  of  employees  to 
prolonged  unemployment,  poverty  and  hunger. 

In  the  report  of  the  Marshall  plan  adminis¬ 
tration  for  1948,  it  was  modestly  remarked  that 
in  all  the  European  countries  receiving  so- 
called  aid  under  the  Marshall  plan,  the  output 
of  the  textile  Industry  last  year  was  25  per 
cent  below  prewar,  and  that  agricultural  crops 
were  likewise  far  below  prewar. 

This  policy  of  economic  plunder  of  the  work¬ 
ing  people  is,  of  course,  practised  in  the  United 
States  too.  There  the  army  of  unemployed  and 
semi-employed  already  exceeds  15,000,000,  and 
continues  to  grow.  The  real  wages  of  the  work¬ 
ers  are  continuously  falling. 

Today  the  failure  of  the  Marshall  plan 
is  clear  for  all  to  see.  Even  its  supporters,  when 
summing  up  the  results  of  the  two  years  of  its 
operation,  are  obliged  to  admit  that  it  has  not 


had  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  economies  of 
the  West-European  countries,  that  it  has  not 
produced  the  expected  stability,  and  has  not 
helped  in  any  way  to  improve  or  ease  the  eco¬ 
nomic  position  of  these  countries.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  American  bossing  has  made  the  peoples 
of  these  countries  more  uncertain  of  their 
future  than  they  were  two  years  ago.  The 
economies  of  these  countries  have  been  bound 
by  tight  bonds  of  dependence  on  the  American 
monopolists.  The  Marshallized  countries  have 
lost  their  economic  and  political  independence. 
Deprived  of  any  prospects  of  their  own,  they 
are  now  doomed  to  trudge  along,  bound  to  the 
American  economy,  and  await  the  inevi¬ 
table  economic  crisis. 

At  the  same  time,  in  order  to  have  a  free 
hand  for  various  sinister  ventures  in  the  realm 
of  foreign  policy,  the  capitalist  monopolies  have 
launched  an  offensive  against  the  democratic 
organizations,  in  the  first  place,  against  the 
organizations  of  the  working  class.  In  many 
countries  of  Asia  and  Latin  America,  as  well 
as  in  Spain,  Portugal  and  Greece,  the  trade 
unions  have  been  driven  underground.  Repris¬ 
als  are  showered  upon  the  trade  unions  and 
their  leaders.  Thousands  of  workers’  leaders 
are  behind  prison  bars.  The  monopolists  are 
striving  to  tighten  the  chains  of  slavery  on  the 
working  people  of  the  colonial  countries  and 
to  rob  them  even  of  the  wretched  democratic 
rights  and  liberties  they  still  enjoy.  Reaction 
is  particularly  rampant  in  the  countries  where 
royalist-fascist  regimes  are  maintained  with  the 
help  of  the  bayonet  and  the  dollar — in  Spain 
and  in  Greece.  Reaction  has  also  run  riot  in 
the  capitalist  countries  that  boast  of  what  they 
call  “democracy” — in  the  United  States,  in  the 
first  place,  where  an  offensive  is  being  openly 
waged  against  the  democratic  and  trade  union 
liberties:  the  slave  Taft-Hartley  anti-labour  law 
has  not  been  repealed  to  this  day,  in  spite  of 
all  the  solemn  promises  made  in  last  year’s 
presidential  elections.  The  corrupt  lesders  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labour  are  trying 
to  export  this  monstrous  law  to  the  Marshall¬ 
ized  countries  of  Europe. 

The  foes  of  peace  ignore  the  will  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  their  desire  for  durable  peace  and  demo¬ 
cratic  reforms.  They  are  mustering  all  their 
reserves  to  combat  the  democratic  camp  and 
everything  progressive.  The  bourgeois  press  is 
engaged  in  unbridled  war  propaganda,  whip¬ 
ping  up  war  hysteria  and  the  atomic  psychosis. 
Reviving  the  Communist  bogey  exploited  by 
Hitler,  the  warmongers  are  launching  an  offen- 
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sive  against  the  forces  of  democracy,  against 
the  trade  unions  and  other  progressive  organ¬ 
izations.  : 

The  Forces  of  Democracy  are  Stronger 
than  the  Forces  of  Reaction 

But  no  matter  what  plans  for  precipitating  a 
new  war  the  reactionaries  and  their  servitors 
may  cherish,  they  are  making  one  cardinal 
blunder — they  overrate  their  own  strength  and 
underrate  the  might  of  the  democratic  camp 
of  the  supporters  of  peace. 

The  peoples  do  not  want  war,  they  do  not 
want  to  shed  their  blood  once  more  for  the 
sake  of  the  profits  of  a  handful  of  avaricious 
billionaires,  the  peace-loving  peoples  are  mob¬ 
ilizing  their  forces  to  rebuff  the  foes  of  peace 
and  progress.  The  army  of  partisans  of  peace 
has  become  a  mighty  and  invincible  power,  the 
power  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  who 
are  vitally  interested  in  preventing  war. 

The  camp  of  peace  and  democracy  includes 
today  such  great  international  organizations, 
affiliated  to  the  World  Congress  for  Peace,  as 
our  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  with  its 
71,500,000  members,  the  International  Demo¬ 
cratic  Women’s  Federation,  the  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Democratic  Youth,  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Students’  Union  and  many  progressive 
organizations  of  scientists,  writers  and  other 
workers  in  the  field  of  culture  in  various 
countries. 

In  the  camp  of  peace  and  democracy  there 
are  hundreds  of  millions  of  common  people,  in 
Europe,  Asia,  America,  Africa  and  Australia, 
who  are  taking  an  active  stand  against  war. 

In  the  camp  of  peace  stands  the  mighty  So¬ 
viet  Union,  which  played  the  decisive  role  in 
the  victory  over  the  fascist  enslavers.  In  this 
camp  stand  the  People’s  Democracies,  which 
are  successfully  building  Socialism,  as  well  as 
the  peoples  of  the  colonies  and  semi¬ 
colonies  that  are  fighting  arms  in  hand  for 
their  liberty  and  national  independence. 

Joseph  Vissarionovich  Stalin,  the  great  lead¬ 
er  of  the  Soviet  people  and  the  best  friend  of 
all  labouring  humanity,  foretold  the  inevitable 
collapse  of  the  designs  of  the  warmongers: 
“The  horrors  of  the  recent  war,”  Comrade 
Stalin  said,  “are  still  too  fresh  in  the  memory 
of  the  peoples  and  the  public  forces  which 
favour  peace  are  too  strong  for  Churchill’s 
pupils  in  aggression  to  be  able  to  overpower 
them  and  turn  them  towards  a  new  war.”  We 


see  that  these  prophetic  words  of  Stalin  are 
coming  true.  The  army  of  defenders  of  peace 
is  passing  to  the  offensive  against  the  war¬ 
mongers,  against  the  stranglers  of  the  democ¬ 
ratic  liberties  and  national  independence  of  the 
peoples. 

This  is  corroborated  primarily  by  the  mass 
movement  against  the  Atlantic  treaty  which 
has  developed  in  all  countries  in  these  past 
months,  the  nationwide  popular  movements 
against  the  armament  drive  and  for  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  the  atomic  weapon  and  reduction  of  the 
armaments  and  armed  forces  of  the  Great 
Powers. 

A  graphic  illustration  of  the  growing  activity 
of  the  anti-imperialist  camp  was  the  signal 
success  of  the  World  Congress  for  Peace  in 
Paris  and  Prague  in  April  of  this  year.  This 
congress,  at  which  organizations  embracing 
more  than  six  hundred  million  people  were  rep¬ 
resented,  developed  into  a  mighty  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  the  strength  of  the  international  army 
of  partisans  of  peace,  democracy  and  progress. 

The  Manifesto  unanimously  adopted  at  the 
Paris  Congress  boldly  exposes  the  instigators 
of  a  new  world  holocaust,  and  clearly  shows 
whence  comes  the  threat  of  war,  and  who  it 
is  that  is  working  to  precipitate  it. 

All  the  world  knows  that  it  is  the  American 
imperialists,  who  cherish  the  dream  of  world 
hegemony,  that  are  the  warmongers.  It  is  they 
who  threaten  the  world  with  the  atomic  bomb 
and  are  driving  a  mine  under  the  United  Na¬ 
tions;  it  is  they  that  are  enveloping  the  globe 
in  a  network  of  military  bases;  it  is  they  that 
organize  the  propaganda  of  hate  and  openly 
call  for  the  annihilation  of  whole  races  and  peo¬ 
ples. 

The  World  Congress  for  Peace  stirred  into 
movement  the  broad  masses  in  all  countries 
and  called  upon  them  to  work  actively  in  be¬ 
half  of  peace.  In  its  Manifesto,  the  Congress 
expressed  its  complete  certainty  that  peace  can 
be  safeguarded,  provided  the  cause  is  ardently 
espoused  by  all  honest  people,  irrespective  of 
political  vjews,  religious  convictions  or  party 
affiliation. 

“The  defence  of  peace  is  the  task  of  all  peo¬ 
ples,”  the  Manifesto  proclaims.  “We  knew  how 
to  unite.  We  knew  how  to  agree.  We  are  pre¬ 
pared  and  resolved  to  win  the  battle  for  peace, 
the  battle  for  life.” 

The  World  Congress  for  Peace  set  up  a 
Permanent  Committee,  a  participant  in  which 
is  the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  the 
active  and  faithful  champion  of  world  peace. 
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For  Greater  WFTU  Activity  In  the 
Struggle  for  Peace  and  International 
Working-Class  Unity 

The  principal  force  in  the  people’s  movement 
for  peace  is  the  working  class — the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  class  in  modern  society.  The  strength  of 
the  working  class  lies  in  its  unity  and  solidarity. 
In  the  course  of  the  great  liberation  war 
against  fascism,  the  working  class  became 
still  more  keenly  alive  to  the  need  to  unite 
its  forces.  This  was  necessary  in  order  to  wage 
a  common  struggle  of  the  working  people  of 
all  countries  against  the  threat  of  a  revival  of 
fascism  and  the  danger  of  a  new  war,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  vital  interests  of  the  men  and 
women  of  labour,  and  their  democratic  liber¬ 
ties.  Experience  in  the  struggle  against  reaction 
is  now  bringing  home  still  more  convincingly  to 
the  working  class  that  unity  of  its  ranks,  friend¬ 
ship  and  co-operation  among  the  workers 
of  all  lands,  is  the  pledge  of  the  invincibility  of 
the  camp  of  peace  and  democracy. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  tasks  of  the 
WFTU  are  particularly  great  and  responsible. 
It  has  held,  and  continues  to  hold,  a  firm  place 
in  the  camp  of  peace  and  democracy.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  documents  issued  by  the  leading  bodies 
of  the  WFTU  in  the  period  1946-49  gave  loud 
voice  to  the  determination  of  the  many  millions 
of  organized  workers  to  safeguard  peace,  the 
democratic  liberties  and  trade  union  unity. 

Our  Federation  has  worked  and  continues  to 
work  indefatigably  to  strengthen  and  enlarge 
its  ranks.  In  the  period  covered  by  this  report 
manv  new  national  trade  union  centres  joined 
the  WFTU,  including  the  Federation  of  Free 
German  Trade  Unions,  and  the  trade  unions 
of  Japan.  We  learn  with  satisfaction  from 
the  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  that, 
although  the  leaders  of  certain  trade  union 
centres  have  succeeded  in  withdrawing  their 
organizations  from  the  WFTU,  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  members  of  the  WFTU  is  today  larger 
than  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  First  World 
Congress  in  Paris. 

In  September  1946,  exactly  a  year  after 
the  World  Trade  Union  Congress  in  Paris, 
the  Executive  Bureau  of  our  Federation,  at 
its  session  in  Washington,  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  on  durable  and  lasting  peace.  This  res¬ 
olution,  which  is  of  vital  importance  today 
too,  states:  “The  workers  have  noted  with 
alarm  that  the  coalition  of  freedom-loving  na¬ 
tions,  which  was  the  key  to  military  victory, 


has  not  been  maintained  with  firmness  and 
unity  of  purpose  essential  to  the  establishment 
of  an  enduring  peace.  They  have  been  further 
disturbed  by  the  failure  to  pursue  the  military 
defeat  of  the  fascist  powers  by  a  determined 
struggle  to  extirpate  fascism  in  all  its  forms 
and  manifestations  wherever  they  may  be 
found.” 

The  Executive  Bureau  addressed  a  serious 
warning  to  the  instigators  of  new  aggression, 
who,  as  the  resolution  stated,  were  “flaunting 
the  same  ideological  banners  which  were  car¬ 
ried  by  fascism  and  nazism.”  Already  at  that 
time,  the  Executive  Bureau  called  upon  the 
governments  of  the  United  Nations  to  return 
to  the  policy  of  friendship  and  international 
co-operation,  and  called  upon  the  workers  of 
all  countries  and  on  all  people  to  work  for 
peace. 

The  WFTU  has  consistently  come  out  in 
defence  of  trade  union  rights  and  liberties 
and  has  saved  many  a  workers’  leader  from  a 
violent  fate.  It  has  conducted  a  widespread 
mass  campaign  against  the  Franco  regime 
in  Spain,  and  mobilized  millions  of  workers 
to  fight  fascism  and  its  leftovers. 

The  Federation  has  made  energetic  efforts 
to  secure  the  demilitarization  and  democrat¬ 
ization  of  Germany  and  Japan,  it  has  assisted 
the  formation  and  unification  of  democratic 
trade  unions  in  these  countries,  the  enhance¬ 
ment  of  their  status,  and  the  elimination  of 
the  consequences  of  fascism  and  militarism. 

But  the  WFTU  has  not  succeeded  in  car¬ 
rying  out  all  the  instructions  of  the  workers, 
as  inscribed  in  the  decisions  of  the  London 
Conference  and  the  Paris  Congress  and  in 
other  documents.  This  was  prevented  by  the 
leaders  of  the  British  TUG  and  the  American 
CIO.  From  the  very  first  days  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion’s  existence,  they  sabotaged  the  measures 
it  adopted  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
workers,  safeguard  the  democratic  rights  and 
liberties,  and  strengthen  the  international  unity 
of  the  working  class.  Finally,  in  January 
1949,  Deakin  and  Carey  attempted  to  liquidate 
the  Federation.  When  they  failed  in  this,  the 
splitters  announced  the  withdrawal  of  their 
unions  from  the  WFTU.  This  conduct  of  Deakin 
and  Carey  furnish  one  more  proof  that  they 
were  and  are  serving  not  the  working  class 
but  the  enemies  of  the  working  class.  It  should 
be  said  that  there  is  nothing  new  or  surprising 
in  this.  The  agents  of  capital  in  the  labour 
movement  have  always  striven  to  divide  and  ^ 
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disunite  the  ranks  of  the  working  class,  to  de¬ 
prive  it  of  the  possibility  of  building  and  con¬ 
solidating  united  and  democratic  organizations. 
In  the  past,  this  treacherous  policy  of  the 
Rights  led  to  the  working  class  being  disunit¬ 
ed  on  the  eve  of  the  second  world  war  and 
unable  to  confront  the  fascist  aggressors  and 
their  patrons  with  a  united  front  of  peace- 
loving  nations. 

We  are  now  witnessing  a  repetition  of  the 
betrayal  of  the  working  class  by  the  leaders 
of  the  CIO  and  the  TUC,  not  to  mention  the 
leaders  of  the  A.F.  of  L. 

The  present  policy  of  the  British  and  Amer¬ 
ican  reactionary  trade  union  leaders  is  tan¬ 
tamount  to  a  blank  refusal  to  defend  the  day- 
to-day  interests  of  the  working  class,  a  refus¬ 
al  to  safeguard  peace  and  to  participate  in 
the  movement  of  the  partisans  of  peace;  it 
is  tantamount  to  direct  service  in  the  cause 
of  the  warmongers. 

Deakin  and  Carey  give  false  and  dishonest 
accounts  to  the  workers  regarding  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  WFTU;  they  vilely  deceive  the 
trade  union  masses  by  concealing  from  them 
their  own  splitting  activities.  But  murder  will 
out.  The  working  class  must  know,  and  will 
know,  the  truth.  By  withdrawing  from  the 
WFTU,  the  leaders  of  the  British  TUC  and 
the  American  CIO  committed  a  heinous  crime 
against  the  working  class  of  the  world, 
acting  in  this  case  on  the  direct  orders  of 
the  government  circles  of  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

In  striving  to  get  the  WFTU  to  terminate 
Its  activities,  Deakin,  Carey  and  Tewson,  and 
Kupers  with  them,  allege  that  the  WFTU  is 
to  blame  for  failure  to  arrive  at  agreement 
with  the  international  trade  secretariats,  and 
that  this  supposedly  was  the  reason  for  their 
withdrawal  from  the  WFTU. 

This  is  a  rank  libel.  The  WFTU  was  willing 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  these  secretariats,  for 
it  was  governed  by  the  desire  to  create  as 
speedily  as  possible  effective  and  genuine  in¬ 
ternational  industrial  federations  (trade  depart¬ 
ments)  for  the  defence  of  the  interests  of  the 
workers  in  the  various  industries.  But  this 
is  precisely  what  the  leaders  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  trade  secretariats  (who  are  mostly 
Englishmen)  did  not  desire,  and  they  deliber¬ 
ately  protracted  the  negotiations  and,  in  the 
end,  refused  to  co-operate  with  the  WFTU 
altogether. 

The  doors  of  the  WFTU  and  its  trade  de¬ 


partments  remain  wide  open  to  all  trade  union 
organizations.  And  now  too  it  urges  the  in¬ 
ternational  trade  secretariats  to  co-operate 
with  it  on  terms  acceptable  to  them. 

Deakin  and  Carey  deceive  the  workers  by 
alleging  that  the  WFTU  is  opposed  to  coun¬ 
tries  rendering  economic  aid  to  other  coun¬ 
tries,  that  the  WFTU  is  opposed  to  the  eco¬ 
nomic  recovery  of  the  war-ravaged  countries. 

But  can  this  gross  lie  deceive  anybody?  All 
the  trade  union  organizations  affiliated  to  the 
WFTU  considered,  and  still  consider,  it  nor¬ 
mal  and  desirable  that  economically  stronger 
countries  should  assist  weaker  countries.  But 
the  countries  rendering  assistance  must  not 
infringe  on  the  national  independence  of  the 
countries  receiving  assistance,  as  the  ruling 
circles  of  the  United  States  are  now  doing  in 
respect  to  the  Marshallized  countries.  The 
Paris  World  Trade  Union  Congress  of  1945 
stressed  that  there  must  be  no  interference 
in  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  needy  countries, 
nor  must  they  be  subjected  to  the  sway  of 
international  trusts  and  cartels. 

So  much  for  the  lying  assertions  of  Deakin 
and  Carey.  And  what  has  been  said  applies 
to  the  other  slanderous  assertions  of  the  split¬ 
ters. 

Who  was  It,  If  not  the  leaders  of  the  TUC 
and  the  CIO  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  im¬ 
perialists  of  their  countries,  frustrated  the  uni¬ 
fication  of  the  German  trade  unions,  which 
might  have  become  a  very  important  factor 
in  securing  the  denazification  and  democrat¬ 
ization  of  Germany?  Who  was  it,  if  not  the 
leaders  of  the  British  and  American  unions, 
that  prompted  the  trade  union  leaders  of  the 
Western  zones  of  Germany  to  split  Germany 
and  to  suppress  the  movement  for  national 
trade  union  unity  that  is  growing  in  all  the 
zones?  Who  was  it,  if  not  the  leaders  of  the 
British  TUC,  that  supported  the  group  of 
splitters  in  Berlin,  the  “independent  trade  union 
opposition,”  who  have  become  active  lieuten¬ 
ants  of  the  British,  American  and  French 
occupation  authorities  in  the  implementation 
of  their  policy  of  preventing  Germany  from 
becoming  a  democratic  peace-loving  state? 
Such  a  policy  is  certainly  not  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  class,  which  desires  a  just 
settlement  of  the  German  problem  in  the 
spirit  of  peace  and  general  security. 

Or  take  the  question  of  assisting  the  young 
trade  union  movement  in  Asia  and  Africa. 
[Who  was  it,  if  not  the  leaders  of  the  TUC  and 
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the  CIO,  that  frustrated  the  convening  of  a 
conference  of  trade  unions  of  the  Asiatic  coun¬ 
tries,  as  was  envisaged  as  far  back  as  the 
Paris  Congress?  It  is  because  they  support 
the  imperialist  policy  of  their  governments 
that  the  TUC  and  CIO  leaders  prevented  the 
WFTII  from  giving  effective  support  to  the 
trade  unions  of  the  colonial  countries  in  their 
difficult  struggle  against  colonial  slavery. 

Is  it  a  mere  accident  that  the  British  and 
American  trade  union  leaders  hastened  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  bogus  trade  union  centre  institut¬ 
ed  by  the  royalist-fascist  government  of  Greece, 
at  a  time  when  the  democratically  formed 
Greek  General  Confederation  of  Labour 
was  dissolved,  its  leaders  arrested,  its  general 
secretary,  Paparigas,  foully  murdered,  and 
scores  of  active  trade  unionists  were  languish¬ 
ing  in  prison  and  concentration  camp? 

Or  is  it  not  indicative  that  Deakin,  Tewson 
and  Carey  came  out  in  the  WFTU  against 
equal  pay  for  women  and  for  colonial  workers, 
and  against  granting  them  social  equality? 

What  can  the  workers  expect  from  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  the  CIO  or  the  TUC 
who  came  out  in  opposition  to  the  courageous 
general  strike  of  the  French  miners  in  October 
and  November  1948?  The  miners  rose  unani¬ 
mously  to  fight  for  their  just  economic  de¬ 
mands  and  their  trade  union  rights.  The  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  British  and  American  unions  for¬ 
bade  the  trade  unionists  of  their  countries 
to  collect  funds  in  support  of  the  French  min¬ 
ers,  and  where  such  funds  were  collected, 
in  the  coal  fields  of  Great  Britain,  for  in¬ 
stance,  Deakin,  with  the  help  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  prevented  them  from  being  remitted 
to  the  strikers.  More,  Deakin  and  Carey  di¬ 
rectly  called  for  the  suppression  of  the  cour¬ 
ageous  strikers,  and  vociferously  hailed  the 
punitive  expeditions  of  the  French  Minister, 
Jules  Moch,  the  so-called  Socialist,  which  took 
no  little  toll  of  miners’  lives. 

The  campaign  and  the  repressive  measures 
undertaken  by  the  TUC  and  the  CIO  top  lead¬ 
ership  against  the  progressive  elements  in 
the  British,  American  and  Canadian  trade 
unions  who  condemn  the  splitting,  anti-labour 
activities  of  the  leaders,  and  who  call  for  co¬ 
operation  with  the  WFTU — for  instance,  against 
the  miners  of  Scotland,  the  trades  coun¬ 
cils  of  London,  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  and 
against  such  trade  union  leaders  as  Bridges 
and  the  progressive  trade  unions  of  the  United 
States — all  this  is  vivid  evidence  of  the 


anti-labour  and  anti-democratic  character  of 
the  activity  of  the  splitters. 

The  splitters  would  like  to  conceal  from 
their  workers  and  the  workers  of  the  world 
that  they  are  acting  on  the  orders  of  impe¬ 
rialist  governments. 

However,  the  fact  cannot  be  concealed  that 
Deakin  and  Carey  received  exhaustive  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  British  Foreign  Office  and  the 
U.S.  State  Department  as  to  how  to  paralyze 
the  WFTU  or  liquidate  it. 

It  is  well  to  remind  the  Congress,  in  this 
connection,  that  at  the  beginning  of  1948  re¬ 
ports  appeared  in  the  world  press  about  a 
conference  that  had  taken  place  in  New  York 
in  the  middle  of  December  1947,  where  the 
plans  of  the  plot  against  the  WFTU  were 
worked  out.  The  conference  was  attended  by 
leaders  of  the  A.F.  of  L.  and  by  a  representative 
of  the  British  Foreign  Office,  Makins.  The 
conference  considered  it  necessary  that  the  La¬ 
bour  Government,  and  primarily  Bevin  him¬ 
self,  should  induce  the  trade  union  leaders  to 
utilize  the  Marshall  plan  for  splitting  the 
WFTU. 

We  know  that,  as  a  result  of  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  by  Bevin,  representatives  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  British  TUC,  im¬ 
mediately  set  to  work  to  carry  out  the  perfid¬ 
ious  plan  of  smashing  world  trade  union 
unity. 

Urged  on  by  their  masters,  Deakin  and 
Tewson,  miscalculating  their  strength,  rushed 
into  the  fray  against  the  World  Federation 
of  Trade  Unions.  They  zealously  strove  to 
carry  out  their  orders  to  the  letter.  The  results 
are  known.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  British 
and  American  trade  union  splitters  that  noth¬ 
ing  came  of  their  efforts  to  liquidate  the 
WFTU.  It  is  not  only  they  that  miscalculated, 
so  did  their  masters.  They  will  not'  recognize 
the  fact  that  times  have  changed.  The  work¬ 
ing  class  has  now  gained  in  political  wisdom, 
it  has  learned  much.  It  knov/s  that  now,  when 
the  capitalist  monopolies  are  conducting  an 
offensive  against  the  vital  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  workers,  when  a  new  economic  crisis 
is  looming,  the  whole  burden  of  which  will 
fall  upon  the  workers,  that  now,  when  the 
imperialists  are  forming  aggressive  blocs  and 
are  again  calling  for  war— that  at  a  time  like 
this  unity  of  the  working  people,  of  the  wovk- 
ing  people  of  the  whole  world,  is  as  necessary 
as  never  before. 

I  am  certain  that  by  its  applause  the  Con- 
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gress  wishes  to  place  on  record  that,  in  face 
of  the  continuous  attacks  on  the  unity  of  the 
world  trade  union  movement,  the  working 
class  and  its  World  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions  have  proved  their  staunchness  and  ma¬ 
turity.  The  pretensions  of  the  British  and  Amer*^ 
lean  trade  union  chieftains  met  with  a  stern 
rebuff  from  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
trade  union  centres,  which  remain  loyal  to 
the  principles  of  the  WFTU. 

Despite  the  efforts  of  the  servitors  of  Amer¬ 
ican  imperialism  our  Federation  lives  and 
is  expanding  its  activity  for  the  benefit  of 
the  working  people  throughout  the  world. 

The  reactionary  elements  in  the  trade  union 
movement,  led  by  the  A.F.  of  L.  ringleaders, 
have  of  course  not  abandoned  their  intention 
of  paralyzing  the  WFTU  and  giving  shape 
and  form  to  their  schismatic,  blackleg  organ¬ 
ization  as  a  counterblast  to  me  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Trade  Unions. 

Reports  were  published  in  the  bourgeois 
press  of  a  conference  of  splitters  held  in  Ge¬ 
neva.  The  outcome  of  this  conference,  the 
program  of  preparation  for  the  formation 
of  a  new  centre  it  adopted,  and  the  official 
statements  of  its  sponsors  cast  a  lurid  light 
on  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  projected 
splitting  organization.  It  will  be  a  mongrel 
bloc  of  top  leaders,  servitors  of  American  and 
British  capital,  divorced  from  the  people,  an  in¬ 
strument  of  terror,  political  discrimination  and 
treachery  against  the  working  class. 

It  is  characteristic,  for  instance,  that,  as 
Tewson  has  stated,  the  invitations  to  Geneva 
were  sent  only  to  those  trade  union  centres 
whose  leaders  hold  political  views  akin  to 
those  of  the  leaders  of  the  British  TUG. 

Is  not  this  a  typical  specimen  of  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  political  grounds? 

Carey  was  even  more  outspoken  regarding 
the  aims  and  objects  of  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion.  Its  prime  duty,  he  declared,  would  be 
to  help  implement  President  Truman’s  program 
of  economic  aid  to  underdeveloped  countries. 

All  the  world  knows  that  this  talk  of  “aid” 
is  a  screen  for  the  desire  of  the  American  mo¬ 
nopolists  to  subject  all  the  colonial  and  semi- 
colonial  countries  to  their  rule,  to  extend  the 
vaunted  Marshall  plan  to  all  continents.  The 
new  Carey-Deakin  organization  is  designed 
as  an  imulement  of  American  expansion,  as 
a  “watchdog”  (as  Carey  frankly  told  a  New 
York  Herald  Tribune  correspondent  in  Paris 
on  June  25)  of  the  pseudo-democracy,  the 


American  dollar  democracy,  which  is  being 
implanted  in  the  colonies  and  dependent 
countries. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  workers 
will  recoil  from  this  frankly  anti-labour  pro¬ 
gram,  this  program  of  aggrandizement.  They 
will  not  follow  the  sponsors  of  this  blackleg 
organization. 

The  fight  of  the  progressive  forces  in  the 
trade  unions  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  for  return  to  the  WFTU  is  growing. 
Protests  against  withdrawal  from  the  WFTU 
have  been  openly  voiced  by  such  big  Amer¬ 
ican  unions  as  the  longshoremen’s  and  ware¬ 
housemen’s,  the  fur  and  leather  workers’,  the 
electrical  and  machinery  workers’  and  others, 
and  by  seventeen  large  national  unions  in 
Great  Britain.  The  same  ijs  true  of  other 
countries.  The  presence  at  our  Congress  of 
representatives  of  trade  unions  of  Belgium, 
Holland,  Luxembourg  and  other  countries  is 
indicative  of  the  mood  of  the  broad  mass  of 
the  workers.  Time  is  working  for  those  who 
faithfully  and  honestly  serve  the  interests  of 
the  workers  of  the  world. 

In  order  still  further  to  enhance  the  prestige 
of  the  WFTU,  we  must  work  day  in  and  day 
out  do  strengthen  International  trade  union 
unity,  which  was  won  in  a  hard-fought  and 
stubborn  struggle.  We  must  enlarge  the  ranks 
of  the  partisans  of  peace  and  democracy,  and 
develop  to  the  full  the  work  of  the  WFTU  in 
defence  of  the  economic  and  political  rights 
of  the  worker. 

Tasks  of  the  WFTU 

What  are  the  tasks  of  the  WFTU  in  the 
fight  for  peace,  for  consolidating  trade  union 
unity,  and  for  the  democratic  rights  and  lib¬ 
erties  of  the  working  people?  In  our  opinion, 
these  tasks  are  the  following: 

1)  The  Federation  and  its  various  bodies 
must  broaden  their  work  of  exposing  the  war¬ 
mongers  and  their  agents  in  the  labour  move¬ 
ment,  and  its  efforts  to  enlist  all  working  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  popular  movement  for  peace  and 
the  democratic  liberties.  This  work  must  not 
be  conducted  sporadically,  but  daily,  systemati¬ 
cally  and  persistently.  It  must  be  developed 
nationally  and  internationally,  advancing  con¬ 
crete  demands  in  accordance  with  the  condi¬ 
tion  in  each  conutry.  In  the  Marshallized  coun¬ 
tries,  which  are  suffering  from  imperialist 
interference  in  their  economic  and  political 
life,  the  chief  calls  of  the  workers  are  to  com¬ 
bat  interference  of  foreign  monopolists  in  their 
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domestic  affairs,  to  save  the  national  industry 
from  destruction  by  the  Marshall  plan,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  conversion  of  independent  countries 
into  strategical  bridgeheads  of  the  warmon¬ 
gers,  to  oppose  the  inclusion  of  these  countries 
in  the  aggressive  North-Atlantic  bloc,  to 
uphold  the  democratic  liberties,  and  to  se¬ 
cure  a  higher  living  standard  for  the  working 
people. 

In  the  colonial  and  dependent  countries,  the 
movement  for  peace  is  combined  with  the  call 
for  a  struggle  against  colonial  oppression  and 
racial  discrimination,  against  compulsory  slave 
labour,  for  national  liberation  and  inde¬ 
pendence,  for  co-operation  and  friendship 
among  the  peoples  of  the  colonial  countries, 
who  suffer  equally  from  the  yoke  of  imperial¬ 
ism  and  its  agents — the  native  bourgeoisie 
and  the  feudal  clique — and  for  the  vital  eco¬ 
nomic  interests  of  the  workers  of  town  and 
country. 

In  countries  like  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  the  working  masses  are  wag¬ 
ing  a  struggle  against  the  armament  drive 
and  the  assault  of  the  monopolies  on  the  liv¬ 
ing  standard  of  the  masses  and  their  demo¬ 
cratic  liberties.  They  demand  that  the  ruling 
circles  abandon  the  policy  of  aggressive  mil¬ 
itary  blocs  and  return  to  honest  internation¬ 
al  co-operation;  they  are  opposed  to  com¬ 
pulsory  labour  for  Negroes  and  to  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  other  categories  of  workers, 
and  call  for  unity  of  the  working  class  in  the 
druggie  for  its  vital  interests. 

In  the  People’s  Democracies,  the  trade  unions 
have  demonstrated  by  all  their  activities 
that  they  stand  and  will  continue  to  stand 
guard  over  peace. 

It  need  not  be  doubted  that  the  trade  unions 
of  the  U.S.S.R.  will  continue  with  the  same 
fidelity  and  consistency  as  heretofore  to  fight 
to  consolidate  the  peace  and  rally  the  forces 
of  democracy. 

2)  It  would  be  right,  we  think,  for  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress  to  approve  the 
work  and  the  Manifesto  of  the  World  Con¬ 
gress  for  Peace,  as  well  as  the  activities  of 
our  Federation’s  representatives  at  that  con¬ 
gress.  The  WFTU  and  its  affiliated  trade  union 
centres  and  organizations  must  take  a  most 
active  part  in  all  the  organization,  propaganda 
and  publishing  activities  of  the  Permanent 
Committee  of  the  World  Congress  for  Peace 
and  its  branches  in  the  various  countries. 

,  In  order  to  make  the  struggle  for  peace  and 


the  democratic  liberties  permanent  and  effec¬ 
tive,  the  trade  unions  must  take  a  most  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  national  peace  com¬ 
mittees.  As  the  biggest  mass  organizations 
of  the  working  class,  the  trade  unions  should 
give  a  lead  to  the  growing  activities  of  the 
working  people  in  behalf  of  peace,  and  de¬ 
velop  this  activity  by  forming  permanent  peace 
committees  in  factories  and  offices.  The  for¬ 
mation  of  such  committees  should  be  preceded 
by  broad  preparatory  work  on  the  part  of  the 
trade  unions. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  peace  com¬ 
mittees  will  be  able  to  unite  working  people 
irrespective  of  race,  nationality,  party  affilia¬ 
tion,  political  views  or  religious  conviction, 
whether  belonging  to  trade  unions  affiliated  to 
the  WFTU,  or  to  other  trade  unions,  or  to  no 
trade  union  at  all.  The  peace  committees  in 
the  factories  should  become  the  backbone,  the 
leading  force  in  the  popular  movement  for 
peace. 

3)  With  a  view  to  publicly  demonstrating  the 
determination  of  the  working  class  to  protect 
the  peaceful  labours  of  the  peoples,  the  WFTU 
should  recommend  the  Permanent  Committee 
of  the  World  Congress  for  Peace  to  institute 
an  International  Peace  Day.-On  this  day,  pow¬ 
erful  mass  demonstrations  should  be  held  in 
all  countries  in  protest  against  the  fascist  re¬ 
gimes  in  Spain  and  Greece,  against  the  colo¬ 
nial  wars  in  Indonesia,  Viet-Nam,  Malaya  and 
other  colonies,  against  violations  of  trade  union 
liberties,  and  in  support  of  peace,  democ¬ 
racy  and  international  working-class  unity. 

4)  The  Federation,  in  our  opinion,  should 
call  upon  all  its  affiliated  organizations  to  de¬ 
velop  greater  activity  in  defence  of  the  trade 
union  rights  trampled  upon  by  bourgeois  gov¬ 
ernments,  and  in  defence  of  trade  union  lead¬ 
ers  languishing  in  prison  dungeons.  In  our 
opinion,  the  Congress  should  send  fraternal 
greetings  to  the  democratic  trade  unions  of 
Greece,  Spain,  Portugal,  India,  Malaya,  Bra¬ 
zil,  Argentina  and  other  countries,  which,  al¬ 
though  driven  underground,  are  continuing 
the  fight  for  the  fundamental  interests  of  the 
working  class,  and  also  send  very  cordial 
greetings  to  Dange  and  our  other  militant 
friends  and  courageous  fighters  for  the  trade 
union  cause  who  are  now  behind  prison 
bars. 

5)  The  democratic  trade  unions,  the  WFTU 
and  all  who  treasure  peace  and  the  interests 
of  the  workers  must  keep  close  watch  on  the 
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machinations  of  the  foes  of  working-class  uni¬ 
ty,  incessantly  expose  their  subversive  activi¬ 
ties,  definitely  isolate  them  from  the  masses 
and  turn  them  to  utter  rout. 

The  WFTU  must  direct  its  efforts  to  restor¬ 
ing  trade  union  unity  on  a  national  scale,  es¬ 
pecially  in  countries  where  reactionary  trade 
union  leaders  are  endeavouring  to  effect  or 
widen  a  split  in  the  trade  union  movement, 
as,  for  example,  in  Germany,  Japan,  India  and 
the  Latin  American  countries.  The  progressive 
unions  must  vigorously  combat  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
branches  formed  in  these  countries,  .and  their 
emissaries,  who  stir  up  enmity  between  la¬ 
bour  organizations,  and  work  for  the  expul¬ 
sion  of  the  A.F.  of  L.  agents  from  these 
countries. 

6)  The  WFTU  should  work  more  actively 
to  secure  the  affiliation  of  new  members  that 
are  striving  to  strengthen  international  trade 
union  unity,  especially  trade  union  centres  in 
colonial  and  dependent  countries.  The  doors 
of  the  Federation  should  be  wide  open  to  trade 
union  organizations  and  groups  belonging  to 
centres  not  affiliated  to  the  WFTU.  We  firmly 
believe  that  the  workers  of  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain  and  other  countries  will  find 
ways  and  means  of  co-operating  with  the 
WFTU. 

7)  The  WFTU  should  pay  special  attention 
to  developing  the  trade  union  movement  in 
colonial  and  dependent  countries. 

The  executive  bodies  of  the  WFTU  should 
establish  close  contact  with  the  trade  unions 
of  these  countries. 

8)  The  trade  departments  formed  and  about 
to  be  formed  by  the  WFTU  may  and  should 
become  a  weighty  factor  in  the  struggle  for 
unity.  The  uniting  of  workers  of  individual 
trades,  irrespective  of  their  trade  union  or 
party  affiliation,  to  fight  for  the  fundamental 
interests  of  the  workers  is  a  practical  exam¬ 
ple  of  mutual  assistance  and  of  joint  struggle 
against  the  offensive  of  the  capitalist  monop¬ 
olies.  The  trade  departments  will  be  excel¬ 
lent  nurseries  of  proletarian  internationalism, 
and  a  means  of  combating  the  development 
of  antagonism  between  different  sections  of 
the  working  class.  The  trade  departm,ents  v/ill 
be  of  effective  assistance  in  strengthening  the 
national  and  international  unity  of  the  work¬ 
ers. 

9)  In  view  of  the  special  importance  of  the 
question  under  examination,  it  would  be  ad¬ 
visable,  in  our  opinion,  to  address  a  Manifes¬ 


to  in  the  name  of  the  Congress  to  the  work¬ 
ing  people  of  the  world,  calling  upon  them 
to  extend  the  struggle  against  the  instigators 
of  a  new  war,  and  in  behalf  of  durable  peace, 
democratic  rights  and  liberties,  the  vital  in¬ 
terests  of  the  workers,  and  trade  union 
unity. 

Dear  friends,  these,  as  we  see  it,  are  the 
tasks  of  the  WFTU  and  its  affiliated  organi¬ 
zations  in  the  struggle  to  raise  the  living  stand¬ 
ard  of  the  working  class  and  of  all  working 
people,  and  for  international  trade  union  unity, 
for  peace  and  the  democratic  liberties.  These 
tasks  are  indissolubly  interconnected. 

The  WFTU  was  founded  in  order  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  life  and  labour  of  the  work¬ 
ers  and  of  all  working  people,  and  to  fight 
for  peace  and  the  democratic  liberties.  The  in¬ 
ternational  unity  of  the  working  class  within 
the  WFTU  is  based  upon  the  free  and  volun¬ 
tary  co-operation  of  trade  unions,  which  are 
non-partisan  organizations  of  the  working 
class,  irrespective  of  race,  nationality,  reli¬ 
gion  or  political  conviction. 

Every  national  trade  union  organization 
has  the  right  and  the  opportunity  freely  to 
discuss  any  question  within  the  WFTU. 

Comrades,  our  weapons  are  unity,  organ¬ 
ization,  solidarity  and  mutual  support.  In 
unity  and  mutual  support  lies  the  chief  guar¬ 
antee  of  the  success  of  the  fight  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  and  of  all  working  people  for  their 
interests.  So  long  as  we  are  united,  we  need 
fear  no  enemy.  Solid  and  united,  we  shall  be 
able  to  uphold  our  rights.  Divided  and  disunited, 
we  shall  be  powerless  in  the  fight  against 
capital. 

Permit  me  to  express  the  conviction  that  the 
WFTU  will  be  able  to  rally  the  entire  working 
class  to  the  cause  of  peace,  to  smash  the  agents 
of  the  warmongers  in  the  labour  movement, 
and  to  lead  the  world  labour  movement  along 
the  broad  path  of  struggle  for  the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  the  peoples. 

Let  the  imperialists  and  their  lackeys  know 
that  nothing  can  break  the  will  to  unity  of  the 
working  class  in  the  fight,  for  peace,  liberty 
and  its  vital  interests. 

Long  live  the  international  unity  of  the 
working  class!  Raise  aloft  the  battle  standard 
in  the  fight  for  the  vital  interests  of  the  work¬ 
ing  people  and  their  democratic  rights!  Long 
live  the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions, 
the  active  and  consistent  champion  of  durable 
peace  and  friendship  among  nations! 
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Co-Report  by  Fernando  Santi 


Santi  discussed  in  detail  the  splitting  activity 
of  the  Right-wing  leaders  of  the  American  and 
British  trade  unions  and  in  particular  the  role 
of  the  A.F.  of  L.  leaders  in  the  attempts  to 
split  the  WFTU, 

The  A.  F.  of  L.,  he  said,  was  headed  by 
men  who  regard  the  trade  unions  as  a  private 
business  and  as  an  additional  source  of  en¬ 
richment  for  the  employers.  A.F.  of  L.  agents, 
furnished  with  enormous  funds  and  enjoying 
the  direct  support  of  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  are  scattered  throughout  the  countries 
of  the  capitalist  world.  They  spun  a  net  of 
corruption,  intrigue  and  deceit  which  ensnared 
trade  union  leaders  who  had  lost  contact  with 
the  working  masses  and  faith  in  their  future. 
Together  with  the  leaders  of  the  CIO  and  the 
British  TUG,  the  A.F.  of  L.  with  the  help  of 
diplomatic  pressure,  has  drawn  into  its  orbit 
the  reformist  and  government-supported  ele¬ 
ments  of  a  nurober  of  trade  union  centres. 
Those  who  raise  the  cry  that  the  WFTU  must 
be  “non-political”  are  themselves  tools  of  the 
anti-labour  policy  of  International  reaction. 
One  of  the  purposes  of  the  split  was  to  avoid 
the  existence  of  a  strong  working  class  organ¬ 
ized  and  united  in  trade  unions,  at  the  moment 
when  the  crisis  of  the  capitalist  economy  de¬ 
velops,  and  thus  avert  a  situation  which  might 
give  rise  to  broader  movements  aiming  at 
the  radical  reconstruction  of  the  economic 
system. 

In  this  situation,  Santi  continued,  the  tasks 
of  the  working  class  are:  jealously  to  guard 
the  unified,  democratic  character  of  the  WFTU; 
to  carry  on  explanatory  work  regarding  the 
perniciousness  of  the  split,  especially  among 
the  members  of  those  trade  union  centres 
whose  leaders  quit  the  WFTU  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  workers;  to  assist  the  deve¬ 
lopment  of  trade  union  movements  in  the  colo¬ 
nial  countries;  to  fight  indefatigably  against 
violation  of  trade  union  rights  and  liberties; 
to  conduct  on  a  national  scale  united  actions 
with  the  workers  who  remain  members  of 
the  break-away  trade  union  centres,  bearing 


In  mind  that  united  actions  constitute  the  best 
school  in  trade  union  unity. 

In  calling  upon  the  workers  to  combat  war, 
Santi  went  on  to  say,  the  WFTU  is  not  only 
carrying  on  the  most  noble  traditions  of  the 
international  trade  union  movement,  but  is  also 
acting  in  full  accord  with  its  Constitution, 
which  in  the  past  had  been  approved  by  those 
who  today  dare  to  condemn  the  WFTU  for  its 
fight  in  behalf  of  peace.  The  secret  thoughts  of 
the  imperialists  were  openly  voiced  by  Church¬ 
ill,  when  he  confessed  that  he  regretted  that 
the  Land  of  Soviets  was  not  stifled  immediately 
after  the  October  Revolution.  They  still  hope 
to  accomplish  what  they  did  not  succeed  in  ac¬ 
complishing  then,  but  the  hopes  of  the  war¬ 
mongers  are  built  on  sand.  Today  the  workers 
and  all  the  peoples  generally  are  capable  of 
resolutely  repelling  war.  This  is  borne  out  by 
the  Paris  Congress  for  Peace,  at  which  the  peo¬ 
ples  demonstrated  their  determination  to  fight 
for  peace. 

Within  the  capitalist  countries,  Santi  de¬ 
clared,  preparation  for  war  means  an  offensive 
against  the  living  standards  of  the  workers  and 
their  democratic  rights,  it  means  the  death  of 
democracy.  Consequently,  the  trade  union  or¬ 
ganizations,  by  their  very  nature,  must  fight  fot 
peace.  The  results  of  this  fight  will  be  the  more 
tangible,  the  stronger  the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment,  and  the  strength  of  the  movement  is  de¬ 
termined  by  its  unity.  Trade  union  unity  is 
therefore  inseparably  linked  not  only  with  the 
struggle  for  a  higher  living  standard  for  the 
workers,  but  also  with  the  struggle  for  peace 
and  democracy. 

Whereas,  on  a  national  scale,  a  split  is  equiv¬ 
alent  to  blacklegging  in  the  struggle  for  the 
social  and  economic  interests  of  the  working 
class,  on  the  international  scale  it  is  equivalent 
to  blacklegging  in  the  struggle  for  peace. 

It  is  time  to  leave  the  splitters  to  their  fate, 
Santi  declared  in  conclusion.  It  is  time  to  appeal 
directly  to  the  working  people  who  have  fall¬ 
en  into  the  snare  of  the  split,  in  order  to  bring 
I  them  back  into  our  great  and  united  family — • 
I  the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions. 


»_  * 
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At  the  evening  session,  the  Congress  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  discuss  the  reports  of  V.  V.  Kuz¬ 
netsov  and  Fernando  Santi. 

Desmond  Buckle,  a  South  African  Negro, 
speaking  in  the  name  of  the  Negro  workers 
of  South  Africa,  who  are  denied  all  trade 
union  rights  by  the  authorities,  fully  approved 
of  the  tasks  of  the  WFTU  in  the  struggle  for 
peace  among  nations  and  the  democratic 
rights  of  the  workers,  as  outlined  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  V.  V.  Kuznetsov. 

Jacques  Marion,  secretary  of  the  French 
General  Confederation  of  Labour,  described 
in  detail  the  fight  of  the  French  unions  for 
the  safeguarding  of  peace,  against  the 
Marshallization  of  France’s  economy,  increased 
military  budgets,  the  policy  of  militarizing 
Western  Germany,  and  aggression  against 
colonial  peoples,  and  for  a  higher  living  stand¬ 
ard  for  the  French  workers.  Declaring,  amid 
the  loud  applause  of  the  delegates,  that  the 
workers  of  France  were  firm  in  their  will  for 
peace  and  would  never  agree  to  fight  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  Democracies, 
Marion  dwelt  on  V.  V.  Kuznetsov’s  proposal 
that  the  trade  unions  should  actively  assist  in 
forming  peace  committees  and  the  ways  and 
means  of  accomplishing  this,  as  a  necessary 
part  of  the  work  of  strengthening  effective 
trade  union  unity. 

After  Messadi,  delegate  from  the  Tunis 
General  Union  of  Labour,  had  told  of  the 
way  his  people  were  oppressed  and  exploited 
by  French  imperialism,  Luu  Due  Pho,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Viet-Nam  Confederation  of  La¬ 
bour,  took  the  floor.  He  was  greeted  by  warm 
applause. 

I  have  crossed  the  battle  lines  and  have 
walked  hundreds  of  kilometres,  he  said,  in 
order  that  the  World  Trade  Union  Congress 
might  hear  the  voice  of  the  embattled  people 
of  my  country. 

He  conveyed  to  the  Congress  the  request 
of  the  peoples  of  Laos  and  Cambodge  that 
the  WFTU  assist  them  in  forming  their  trade 
unions. 


Sittings 

The  morning  sitting  of  July  4  was  presided 
lover  by  Le  Leap  (France).  First  to  take  the 
floor  was  Grandgenet,  representative  of  the 
Federation  of  Free  Trade  Unions  of  Luxem- 


In  Viet-Nam,  he  went  on  to  say,  the  move- 
ment  for  peace  is  inseparably  associated  with 
the  struggle  against  colonial  oppression  and 
race  discrimination. 

He  reminded  the  Congress  that  the  plans 
for  new  operations  in  Viet-Nam  were  being 
drawn  up  in  Washington,  to  which  General 
Revers,  chief  of  staff  of  the  French  army,  had 
been  recently  summoned.  The  people  of  Viet- 
Nam  will  not  retreat  in  the  face  of  fresh  sac¬ 
rifices  and  suffering.  Our  soldiers,  the  Viet- 
Nam  delegate  said,  are  now  better  trained  and 
armed.  They  have  captured  considerable  war 
booty.  The  moment  has  come  for  us  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  broad  general  counteroffensive.  We 
are  confident  that,  by  mustering  their  forces, 
the  twenty  million  people  of  Viet-Nam  will 
gain  the  upper  hand  and  succeed  in  upholding 
their  independence  and  protecting  their  peace¬ 
ful  labours.  The  solidarity  and  support  of 
the  working  people  of  the  world  will  strength¬ 
en  our  will  to  fight  and  multiply  our 
strength. 

The  Congress  rose  to  acclaim  the  represent¬ 
ative  of  the  heroic  people  of  Viet-Nam. 

The  last  speaker  at  the  evening  sitting  was 
Mustafa  el-Ariss,  delegate  from  the  work¬ 
ing  people  of  Lebanon,  who  said: 

The  split  created  in  the  ranks  of  the  WFTU 
by  the  agents  of  international  imperialism  is 
the  most  heinous  crime  committed  against 
the  workers  in  the  postwar  period.  The  split¬ 
ters  wanted  to  inculcate  hatred  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  minds  of  the  workers,  and  in 
particular  in  the  working  people  of  the  Arab 
countries.  But  they  will  not  succeed.  We  love 
the  Soviet  Union  and  are  profoundly  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  working  people  of  that  great  coun¬ 
try  because  they  are  fighting  imperialism  in 
defence  of  peaceful  labour  and  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  nations. 

The  convening  of  this  Congress  is  in  itself 
a  major  victory  for  the  working  people,  in¬ 
cluding  the  working  people  of  Lebanon,  Syr¬ 
ia,  Egypt,  Iran,  Palestine  and  Cyprus,  who 
support  the  WFTU. 


of  July  A 

I  bourg.  He  described  how  the  militarization  of 
'  this  small  country  by  the  American  and  Brit- 
I  ish  warmongers  was  leading  to  the  deterior- 
I  ation  of  the  economic  situation  and  the  im- 
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poverishment  of  the  workers;  the  country 
was  ,in  the  first  phases  of  an  economic  cri¬ 
sis.  In  order  to  divide  the  forces  of  the  work¬ 
ers,  three  separate  trade  union  centres  were 
being  maintained  in  the  country.  The  Right- 
wing  trade  union  leaders  of  Luxembourg  an¬ 
nounced  the  withdrawal  of  their  organizatioris 
from  the  WFTU  without  consulting  their 
members.  The  workers  of  Luxembourg  want¬ 
ed  unity. 

Goring,  of  the  Federation  of  Free  German 
Trade  Unions,  declared  that  the  fight  of  the 
progressive  forces  of  Germany  for  trade  un¬ 
ion  unity  was  a  substantial  contribution  to 
the  fight  for  Germany’s  integrity  as  a  state. 

The  decision  of  the  Prague  meeting  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  WFTU  to  accept  the 
German  trade  unions  into  the  Federation  had 
strengthened  in  the  workers  of  Germany  the 
hope  of  achieving  unity,  and  had  been  of  im¬ 
mense  moral  assistance.  However,  the  occu¬ 
pation  authorities  in  the  Western  zones  were 
exerting  every  effort  to  prevent  the  unifica¬ 
tion  of  the  German  trade  unions  and  their  af¬ 
filiation  to  the  WFTU,  calcsulating  in  this 
way  to  remove  one  of  the  major  obstacles  to 
the  conversion  of  Western  Germany— with 
the  help  of  the  Marshall  plan,  the  occupation 
statute  and  the  creation  of  a  separate  West- 
German  state— into  a  base  of  preparation  for 
aggression  against  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
People’s  Democracies. 

Goring  fully  endorsed  the  views  expressed 
in  V.  V.  Kuznetsov’s  report. 

Josef  Kolsky,  of  the  Czechoslovak  delega¬ 
tion,  cited  the  solidarity  of  the  workers  of 
Czechoslovakia  with  the  workers  of  France, 
Greece  and  other  countries  as  confirmation  of 
the  views  contained  in  Kuznetsov’s  report. 

Delegate  Boris  Polevoy,  the  Soviet  writer, 
spoke  in  the  debate.  He  conveyed  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  the  warm  and  friendly  greetings  of  the 
Soviet  writers  and  of  all  cultural  workers  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Boris  Polevoy  was  followed  by  Nicophoros, 
representative  of  the  Greek  Confederation  of 
Labour.  Greeted  by  stormy  and  general  ap¬ 
plause,  Nicophoros  conveyed  to  the  Congress 
the  cordial  greetings  of  the  fighting  working 
class  of  Greece  and  the  thousands  of  its  cham¬ 
pions  incarcerated  in  prison.  The  Greek  work¬ 
ers  cherish  deep  love  and  devotion  for  the 
World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  Nicophoros 

said. 


He  denounced  the  American  imperialists  as 
being  directly  responsible  for  the  civil  war  in 
Greece,  which  the  Greek  people  did  not  want. 

The  Greek  workers  passionately  desire  peace. 
They  endorse  the  Soviet  Government’s  pro¬ 
posals  to  the  United  Nations  for  the  settlement 
of  the  Greek  problem.  The  Provisional  Demo¬ 
cratic  Government  of  Greece  has  time  and 
again  offered  peace  and  agreement,  but  this 
does  not  correspond  with  the  wishes  of  the 
American  intervention-makers  and  the  Greek 
royalist-fascists. 

The  workers  of  Greece  request  the  WFTU 
to  support  them  in  their  struggle  and  to  assist 
the  attainment  of  peace  in  Greece. 

The  chairman,  Le  Leap,  assured  the  Greek 
delegation  in  the  name  of  the  Congress  of  the 
fraternal  solidarity  of  the  WFTU  with  the  he¬ 
roic  working  class  of  Greece. 

The  next  speaker  Amaro  Rosal  Diaz,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Spanish  labour  movement,  told  the 
Congress  of  the  struggle  waged  by  the  Spanish 
workers. 

The  resistance  of  the  Spanish  people  to  the 
Franco  regime,  which  enjoyed  the  open  sup¬ 
port  of  the  United  States,  was  a  contribution  to 
the  struggle  for  peace,  he  said.  The  Franco  re¬ 
gime  was,  before  all,  a  regime  for  preparation 
for  war,  for  the  conversion  of  the  Iberian  Pen¬ 
insula  into  a  vantage  ground  for  aggressive 
United  States  military  expansion.  This  was 
borne  out,  for  example,  by  the  sevenfold  in¬ 
crease  in  the  area  occupied  by  military  airfields 
in  Spain — from  2,000  hectares  in  1939  to 
14,000  hectares  in  1947. 

The.  workers  of  Spain  combined  the  struggle 
for  the  recovery  of  the  trade  union  and  demo¬ 
cratic  rights  of  which  they  had  been  robbed 
with  the  struggle  for  the  abolition  of  the  Fran¬ 
co  regime,  for  national  independence  and  for  a 
democratic  republic. 

Raiko  Damyanov,  member  of  the  Bulgarian 
delegation,  said  that  V.  V.  Kuznetsov’s  report 
contained  a  program  of  practical  action  for  the 
international  trade  union  movement.  The  im¬ 
plementation  of  this  program  would  still  further 
strengthen  the  influence  of  the  WFTU  among 
the  workers  of  all  countries. 

He  assured  the  Congress  that  the  Bulgarian 
workers  would  spare  no  effort  to  carry  out  the 
Congress’  decisions. 

After  Anna  Luisa  Werner  (Federation  of 
Free  German  Trade  Unions),  Lazaro  Pena,  del¬ 
egate  from  the  workers  of  Cuba,  took  the 


24 


Supplement  to  NEW  TIMES  No.  29 


floor.  He  cited  the  labour  movement  of  his’ 
country,  which  was  languishing  under  the 
yoke  of  American  imperialism,  to  illustrate  the 
correctness  of  V.  V.  Kuznetsov’s  thesis  that 

• 

The  evening  sitting  was  presided  over  by 
Lombardo  Toledano  (Latin  America). 

The  discussion  was  taken  up  by  Linn,  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  trade  unions  of  Israel,  Bakiri 
Hebehet,  representing  the  Albanian  teachers’ 
union,  and  Ambroise  Croizat,  General  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  French  Metalworkers’  Federation, 
who  spoke  of  the  struggle  of  the  General 
Confederation  of  Labour  for  trade  union  unity 
during  the  recent  strikes  in  France.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  Confederation  of  Labour  was  strength¬ 
ening  and  extending  its  ties  with  all  sections 
of  the  workers,  thus  nullifying  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  trade  union  split. 

Cesare  M’assini,  of  the  Italian  delegation,  de¬ 
clared  that  the  theses  contained  in  V.  V.  Kuz¬ 
netsov’s  report  fully  conformed  with  the  needs 
of  the  Italian  trade  union  movement.  It  is  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  situation  in  Italy,  he  said, 
that  all  attempts  to  split  the  trade  unions  end 
in  one  and  the  same  way:  the  betrayers  of  the 


Concluding  Speech 

The  debate  has  shown,  V.  Kuznetsov 
said,  the  enormous  attention  which  the  trade 
union  organizations  in  all  countries  are  devot¬ 
ing  to  the  question  of  strengthening  interna¬ 
tional  trade  union  unity  for  the  safeguarding 
of  world  peace,  for  securing  improved  living 
standards  for  the  working  class  and  of  all  the 
working  people,  and  for  the  defence  of  the 
democratic  rights  and  liberties. 

All  the  speakers  expressed  alarm  and  un¬ 
easiness  at  the  fact  that  the  imperialists  are 
making  preparations  for  a  new  war,  and  urged 
that  the  fight  against  the  warmongers  be  waged 
more  energetically. 

We  have  learned  from  the  speeches  many 
facts  which  go  to  show  that  the  pressure  on 
the  working  class  is  being  Intensified  in  the 
colonial  and  dependent  countries,  as  well  as  in 
the  capitalist  countries.  Employers  and  gov¬ 
ernment  circles  are  waging  a  campaign 
against  the  working  people,  are  lowering 
wages,  curtailing  production  and  throwing 


the  national-liberation  movement  was  insepa¬ 
rably  linked  with  the  fight  for  peace. 

The  last  speaker  at  the  morning  sitting  was 
the  Yugoslav  delegate,  Salaj. 

working  class,  the  Right-wing  splitters,  quit 
the  mighty  organization  of  the  working  class 
of  Italy,  the  Italian  General  Confederation  of 
Labour,  but  the  trade  union  masses  remain  in 
its  ranks. 

Bianco,  member  of  the  Italian  delegation, 
greeted  the  Congress  and  the  great  family 
of  workers,  the  World  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions,  in  the  name  of  the  workers  belonging 
to  Saragat’s  party  who  had  refused  to  follow 
the  splitters  and  had  remained  within  the  ranks 
of  the  Italian  General  Confederation  of  Labour. 

Tewfic,  delegate  from  the  Arab  trade  unions 
of  Palestine,  and  Moreno,  representing  the 
workers  of  Brazil,  declared  that  Kuznetsov’s 
report  was  a  valuable  guide  to  action  for  the 
WFTU  and  its  national  affiliates  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  trade  union  movement. 

After  a  speech  by  B.  Blokzijl  (Holland), 
V.  V.  Kuznetsov,  head  of  the  Soviet  delega¬ 
tion,  wound  up  the  debate. 


by  V.  V.  Kuznetsov 

workers  onto  the  street.  Draconic  laws  against 
labour  organizations,  and  first  and  foremost 
against  trade  unions,  are  being  passed  or  reaf¬ 
firmed. 

The  events  of  the  past  days  bring  further 
confirmation  of  this.  The  British  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment,  with  the  close  assistance  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  TUC  General  Council,  outlaws  all 
actions  taken  by  trade  union  members  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  rights  and  for  improvement  of 
their  material  conditions. 

The  leaders  of  the  General  Council  have 
come  out  against  the  rafiway  strike.  The  Min¬ 
ister  of  Labour,  himself  a  former  trade  union 
official,  has  taken  up  the  cudgels  against  the 
railwaymen.  And  even  the  railwaymen’s 
leaders  are  trying  to  persuade  them  not  to 
strike. 

Following  in  the  wake  of  the  government, 
the  General  Council  leaders  unreservedly  sup¬ 
port  the  freezing  of  wages  law.  Yet,  of  course. 
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these  leaders  are  powerless  to  freeze  or  to 
lower  prices.  On  the  contrary,  prices  are  rising. 

The  events  of  the  past  few  days  in  the  United 
States  furnish  fresh  confirmation  of  the  fact 
that  the  reactionary  circles,  with  the  aid  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  CIO  leaders  are  intensifying 
pressure  on  the  working  class. 

Industrial  output  in  the  United  States  is 
declining.  A  statement  by  the  U.S.  Federal 
Reserve  Board  published  in  the  press  the  other 
day  indicates  that  indiistrial  output  in  May 
1949  was  10  per  cent  below  that  of  November 
1948,  and  is  continuing  to  fall.  The  number  of 
closed-down  factories,  or  factories  operating 
only  part  time,  continues  to  grow  Naturally, 
this  results  in  a  steady  increase  of  unemploy¬ 
ment. 

The  monopolies  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
curtailment  of  production  and  the  growth  of 
unemployment  to  exert  fresh  pressure  on  the 
living  standards  of  the  working  class.  They 
continue  to  force  down  wages.  The  monopoly 
circles  in  the  United  States  are  openly  cam¬ 
paigning  against  trade  union  rights. 

The  other  day  the  U.  S.  Senate,  far  from 
repealing  the  Taft-Hartley  anti-labour  law, 
reindorsed  it  by  a  majority  vote,  and  rejected 
the  proposal  of  the  Truman  administration  that 
it  be  revised.  Of  course,  the  Truman  adminis¬ 
tration  is  itself  in  favour  of  retaining  the 
Taft-Hartley  law.  But  it  has  to  meet  the  prom¬ 
issory  note  which  Truman  gave  in  the  presi¬ 
dential  elections.  Truman  promised  to  repeal 
the  new  law,  but,  as  you  see,  he  has  fulfilled 
the  promise  in  such  a  way  as  to  get  the  law 
reindorsed. 

In  this  connection  it  is  worth  while  men¬ 
tioning,  that  the  CIO  leaders  deceived  the 
workers  when  they  promised  the  repeal  of  the 
law.  This  is  additional  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
the  monopoly  circles  use  these  leaders  as 
pawns  in  their  anti-labour  policy. 

Comrades,  the  attack  on  the  working  class 
is  being  waged  in  all  the  capitalist,  colonial 
and  dependent  countries.  Reaction  is  rattling 
the  sabre,  preparing  for  a  new  war. 

Unity  of  the  forces  of  the  working  class  on 
a  worldwide  scale  becomes  particularly  urgent 
in  view  of  the  present  international  situation. 
This  was  insistently  stressed  by  all  the  speak¬ 
ers.  The  forces  of  democracy  are  immense. 
They  are  considerably  greater  than  the  forces 
of  reaction.  Our  common  task,  the  task  of  the 
working  people  of  the  whole  world,  is  to  erect 
an  insuperable  barrier  against  the  machinations 
of  the  warmongers,  to  foil  the  perfidious  plans 


of  the  imperialists.  But  the  forces  of  democra¬ 
cy  become  effective  only  when  they  are  united 
and  brought  into  action.  This  the  workers  fully 
realize,  and  this  was  lucidly  and  clearly  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  representatives  of  the  working 
class  at  this  Congress. 

All  the  speakers  emphasized  the  necessity 
for  more  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  the 
national  centres  and  federations  in  cementing 
the  unity  of  our  ranks.  They  rightly  urged 
that  this  work  should  be  intensified  both  in  the 
national  centres  and  on  an  International  scale. 
It  was  rightly  pointed  out  that  the  fight  against 
the  splitters  must  be  intensified. 

Comrades,  painstaking  and  persistent  day-to- 
day  work  among  the  workers  in  the  factories, 
among  office  employees,  etc.,  is  needed  to  cope 
with  this  task  of  cementing  the  unity  of  our 
ranks. 

In  all  countries  where  the  trade  union  leaders 
announced  their  withdrawal  from  the  WFTU, 
there  are  no  small  numbers  of  believers  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  WFTU.  They  are  to  be 
found  even  among  the  leaders  of  trade  unions. 
Needless  to  say,  all  the  workers  support 
the  WFTU  and  are  opposed  to  splitting  the 
labour  movement.  It  is  the  task  of  the  WFTU 
and  of  the  supporters  of  the  WFTU  in  these 
countries  to  extend  to  the  utmost  the  ranks 
of  the  adherents  of  worldwide  working-class 
co-operation.  The  WFTU  must  find  ways  and 
means  of  informing  the  workers  of  these  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  decisions  of  our  Congress  aimed  at 
extending  and  further  cementing  the  ranks 
of  the  workers,  and  call  upon  them  to 
fight  the  splitters.  It  should  be  made  known  to 
every  trade  unionist  in  these  countries  that  the 
doors  of  the  WFTU  and  its  trade  departments 
are  wide  open  to  all  who  honestly  desire  to 
fight  for  improved  conditions  for  the  working 
people,  and  for  peace  and  the  democratic  liber¬ 
ties. 

The  speakers  have  approved  the  proposals 
outlined  in  the  report,  and  have  made  a  num¬ 
ber  of  valuable  suggestions  for  improving  the 
work  of  the  Federation  and  for  making  the 
international  functions  of  the  national  centres 
more  active.  These  suggestions  should  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  reflected  in  the  decisions  which  our 
Congress  will  adopt  With  the  help  of  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  national  centres,  the  Feder¬ 
ation  will  be  able  to  draw  up  a  concrete  plan 
of  action  for  every  country  with  due  account 
to  its  special  conditions. 

Comrades,  the  splitters  have  failed  to  destroy 
the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions.  We  can 
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say  with  all  confidence  that  they  will  never 
succeed  in  liquidating  it.  They  are  wasting 
their  time  and  the  millions  of  dollars  of  the 
American  bankers  in  vain! 

Permit  me  to  express  the  confidence  that  the 
WFTU  will  be  able  still  more  firmly  to  cement 

Sittings  of 

The  morning  and  evening  sittings  were 
devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  activity  of  the 
WFTU  and  its  national  affiliates  in  defence  of 
the  workers’  economic  and  social  interests. 


the  ranks  of  the  working  class  in  the  struggle 
for  world  peace,  for  higher  living  standards 
for  the  working  class  and  for  all  working 
people,  and  for  the  conquest  and  consolidation 
of  democratic  rights  and  liberties  for  the  la¬ 
bouring  folk. 

July  5 

The  report  on  this  item  of  the  agenda  was 
made  by  Benoit  Frachon,  General  Secretary 
of  the  French  General  Confederation  of  Labour 
and  leader  of  the  French  delegation. 


Speech  by  Benoit  Frachon 


In  February  1945,  in  London,  Frachon  said, 
the  World  Trade  Union  Conference  unanimous¬ 
ly  adopted  a  resolution  and  declaration  setting 
forth  the  demands  of  the  working  class.  The 
inaugural  Congress  of  the  WFTU,  held  in  Paris 
in  September  and  October  of  the  same  year, 
unreservedly  confirmed  these  documents.  The 
Paris  Congress  and  the  London  Conference 
emphatically  urged  the  national  trade  union 
centres  affiliated  to  the  WFTU  to  muster  all 
their  energies  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the 
declaration  to  the  basic  rights  and  immediate 
demands  oi  the  trade  unions  formulated  at  the 
London  Conference  in  the  interests  of  all 
peoples. 

Frachon  then  enumerated  the  economic 
and  social  demands  advanced  in  the  decla¬ 
ration. 

What  have  the  WFTU  and  the  national  cen¬ 
tres  done  to  implement  this  declaration?  In 
what  measure  has  the  program  outlined  in  it 
been  carried  into  effect  throughout  the  world? 
What  measures  must  we  undertake  to  ensure 
its  success?  These,  Frachon  said,  are  the 
questions  which  we  must  answer  at  this  Con¬ 
gress. 

In  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  Democ¬ 
racies  the  working  class  meets  with  no 
obstacles  in  the  implementation  of  this  pro¬ 
gram. 

But  such  is  not  the  case  in  the  capitalist 
countries.  The  real  wages  of  the  working 
people  have  considerably  fallen  in  all  the  capi¬ 
talist  countries,  since  prices  have  risen  much 
faster  than  wages;  the  profits  of  the  big  ca¬ 
pitalist  concerns  have  greatly  increased,  while 
the  living  standard  of  the  working  masses 


has  been  depressed.  The  expansionist  policy 
of  the  United  States  monopolists,  which  is  now 
weighing  on  the  policy  of  most  of  the  capitalist 
states,  is  linked  with  intensive  preparations 
for  war.  Military  expenditures  in  the  capitalist 
countries  have  registered  a  steep  increase,  and 
a  new  and  Intolerable  burden  of  taxation  has 
been  laid  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  working 
people;  the  colonial  wars  waged  by  the  capi¬ 
talist  states,  notably  against  Viet-Nam  and 
Indonesia,  and  the  support  these  states  are 
rendering  to  the  dictatorial  regimes  in  Spain 
and  Greece,  are  exacting  a  heavy  toll  of  life 
from  the  people.  In  order  to  meet  these  mili¬ 
tary  expenditures,  the  interests  of  the  working 
people  are  being  sacrificed,  while  the  armament 
merchants  are  allowed  to  enrich  themselves 
without  restriction.  Homes  destroyed  in  the 
war  are  not  being  rebuilt.  Unemployment  is 
rampant  in  nearly  every  capitalist  country,  and 
millions  of  workers  are  without  jobs  or  earn¬ 
ings.  In  the  capitalist  countries  there  is  no 
social  insurance  which  guarantees  the  worker 
who  has  lost  his  job  against  falling  into  pen¬ 
ury.  Existing  unemployed  benefits  are  inade¬ 
quate. 

The  principle  of  equal  pay  for  equal 
work  is  not  practised  in  any  of  the  capitalist 
countries,  not  even  in  those  where  under  the 
law  women  should  be  receiving  the  same  pay 
as  men. 

The  Marshall  plan  is  having  a  pernicious 
effect  on  the  countries  participating  in  it.  We 
know  that  in  November  1947,  Carey  attempted 
to  force  a  discussion  of  the  Marshall  plan  upon 
the  WFTU.  He  tried  to  make  out  that  it  was  a 
magnanimous  plan,  under  which  the  American 
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people  would  afford  disinterested  aid  to  the 
peoples  of  Europe  that  suffered  in  the  war.  It 
was  in  this  light  too  that  the  authors  of  the 
plan  presented  it  to  the  American  people  with 
the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  agree  to  the 
taxation  necessary  for  its  operation. 

When  the  WFTU  refused  to  follow  Carey, 
the  latter,  with  the  support  of  the  foes  of 
working-class  unity,  brazenly  lied  about  the 
reasons  for  the  WFTU’s  refusal.  He  accused  it 
of  being  opposed  to  rendering  assistance  to 
the  war-ravaged  nations. 

How  could  the  WFTU  be  opposed  to  disinter¬ 
ested  assistance  to  nations  that  find  themselves 
in  hard  straits?  But  the  WFTU  had  every  right 
to  refuse  to  underwrite,  as  Carey  wanted  it  to, 
an  operation  the  objects  of  which  were  mani¬ 
festly  not  of  a  disinterested  character. 

Today  the  workers  of  the  U.S.A.,  like  the 
workers  of  the  countries  “blessed”  by  the 
Marshall  plan,  realize  that  this  “aid”  to  impov¬ 
erished  countries  is  a  screen  for  the  interests 
of  the  monopolists,  which  run  counter  to  the 
interests  of  the  peoples,  and  which  are  fatal 
to  the  working  class. 

The  workers  of  the  U.S.A.,  who  were  told 
that  this  plan  would  ensure  the  industrial 
expansion  and  lay  the  phantom  of  unemploy¬ 
ment,  now  see  that  the  unemployment  in 
their  country  is  growing  with  terrifying  speed. 
In  the  countries  receiving  Marshall  “aid,”  the 
military  expenditures  forced  upon  them  by  the 
plan  considerably  exceed  the  amount  of  aid 
received.  Their  national  industries  bid  fair  to 
melt  away  altogether:  they  have  to  yield  place 
to  imports  from  the  United  States.  Measures 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  trade  between  the 
Marshall  plan  countries  and  the  countries 
which  refused  to  accept  the  plan.  National 
reconstruction  programs  are  forced  to  give 
way  to  measures  which  retard  the  economic 
and  Industrial  development  of  the  Marshall 
plan  countries,  increase  unemployment  and 
lead  to  social  regression. 

To  ensure  the  success  of  this  policy  of  re¬ 
gression,  the  monopolists  demand  that  the 
governments  violate  or  altogether  abolish  the 
liberties  of  the  workers.  Witness  the  Taft- 
Hartley  law  in  the  United  States,  which  has 
not  yet  been  repealed  in  spite  of  Truman’s 
election  promises.  Witness  the  liquidation  of 
the  free  trade  unions  and  the  murder  of  trade 
union  leaders  in  Greece.  In  France  and  Italy, 
we  observe  a  systematic  resort  to  police  vio¬ 
lence,  to  the  massacre  of  strikers  and  the 


imprisonment  of  thousands  of  workers.  Re¬ 
pressive  measures  are  taken  against  active 
trade  unionists  in  the  factories,  they  are  vic¬ 
timized,  and  every  obstacle  is  created  to  the 
normal  functioning  of  the  trade  unions. 

The  working  class  is  resisting  this  assault 
of  the  capitalists.  Since  the  inaugural  Congress 
of  the  WFTU,  the  strike  movement  has  been 
on  the  upgrade.  In  particular,  thousands  of 
strikes,  involving  millions  of  workers,  have 
taken  place  in  the  United  States,  Italy  and 
France.  In  Great  Britain,  the  strike  movement 
for  higher  wages  and  better  working  condi¬ 
tions  is  spreading  despite  the  counteraction  of 
the  Right-wing  trade  union  leaders,  who,  sup¬ 
porting  the  government’s  policy,  proclaim  the 
majority  of  the  strikes  illegal  and  combat 
them. 

The  leaders  of  the  trade  union  centres  who 
prepared  and  carried  out  the  split  in  January 
1949,  endeavoured  to  justify  their  perfidious 
action  by  asserting  that  the  WFTU  had  ceased 
to  concern  itself  about  the  economic  and  social 
demands  of  the  workers.  But  this  was  a 
trumped  up  excuse.  To  draw  the  workers  into 
their  splitting  movement,  they  had  to  conceal 
from  thern  the  real  reasons  for  their  actions. 
If  one  examines  what  the  various  national  cen¬ 
tres  have  done  in  connection  with  the  econ¬ 
omic  and  social  program  of  the  WFTU,  it  will 
be  readily  seen  that  the  centres  remaining 
loyal  to  the  WFTU  are  the  ones  that  have  been 
most  active  in  supporting  the  actions  of  the 
workers  along  the  lines  of  this  program,  where¬ 
as  those  that  initiated  the  split  hinder  the 
workers  from  fighting  for  their  demands.  This 
means  that  they  have  yielded  to  the  pressure 
of  their  governments,  and  have  forsaken  the 
path  jointly  mapped  out  in  London  and  Paris. 
It  means  that  they  have  joined  sides  with  the 
reactionary  forces  which  are  fighting  to  disrupt 
the  WFTU’s  social  and  economic  program. 

The  social  and  economic  program  of  the 
WFTU,  Frachon  said,  is  a  program  of  unity.  It 
accords  with  the  interests  and  aspirations  of 
the  working  people  of  all  countries,  whatever 
their  race,  religion  or  political  conviction.  In 
its  essentials  it  is  practicable  in  all  countries. 
But  we  must  tell  the  workers  that  it  can  be 
realized  only  if  powerful  and  unflagging  action 
is  taken  by  all  the  forces  of  the  working  class 
against  the  forces  of  the  capitalists.  We  affirm 
that,  on  the  basis  of  the  interests  common  to 
all  the  working  people,  notably  in  the  field  of 
improving  conditions  of  life  and  labour,  unity 
is  possible  and  essential.  Continuing  to 
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uphold  in  international  bodies  the  social'  and 
economic  demands  of  the  workers,  the  WFTU 
must  call  upon  its  affiliates  to  dedicate  all 
their  strength  to  the  realization  of  this 
program. 

Measures  must  also  be  taken  actively  to 
support  the  struggles  of  the  working  class 
everywhere,  including  countries  where  the 
trade  unions-  do  not  at  present  belong  to  the 
WFTU.  And,  lastly,  in  every  capitalist  country 
the  trade  unions  must  work  to  secure  solidar¬ 


ity  and  support  for  the  colonial  peoples  and 
undertake  the  defence  of  their  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  demands. 

Frachon  expressed  confidence  that  the 
efforts  of  the  workers  to  carry  out  the  econ¬ 
omic  and  social  program  of  the  WFTU  could 
be  crowned  with  success.  The  best  way  to 
expedite  success,  he  said,  was  to  dedicate  one’s 
strength  to  uniting  the  working  people  of  the 
whole  world  under  the  banner  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Trade  Unions. 


Trade  Union  Activities  in  the  People's 
Democracies 

Report  by  Alexander  Zawadzki 


In  his  report  on  the  activities  of  the  trade 
unions  in  the  People’s  Democracies.  Alexander 
Zawadzki,  head  of  the  Polish  delegation,  stressed 
that  the  trade  unions  in  these  countries  are 
powerful  and  fully  united  organizations.  They 
play  an  important  role  in  a  society  which  is 
advancing  towards  Socialism.  There  is  no 
sphere  of  economic,  political,  social  or  cultural 
life  in  these  countries  in  which  the  trade  unions 
do  not  take  part. 

The  splitters  of  working-class  unity,  Za¬ 
wadzki  said,  accuse  our  trade  unions  of  not 
being  free  and  of  being  “subordinated”  to  the 
government.  Nothing  could  be  more  false 
than  this  unsupported  charge.  The  trade  unions 
in  the  People’s  Democracies  enjoy  full  liberty 
of  organization  and  action.  But  precisely  be¬ 
cause  we  enjoy  this  liberty,  we  deem  it  neces¬ 
sary,  in  the  interests  of  the  working  class,  to 
co-operate  with  the  state  and  its  organs,  which 
are  directed  by  people  who  have  come  from 
the  working  class.  We  have  no  reason  to  con¬ 
ceal  this,  to  act  in  the  way  many  of  our  oppo¬ 
nents  do,  who  froth  hypocritical  catchwords 
about  trade  union  liberty  and  independence  in 
order  to  conceal  their  own  collaboration  with 
the  bourgeoisie  and  its  state. 

Our  states,  for  their  part,  regard  the  trade 
unions,  which  embrace  nearly  100  per  cent  of 
the  working  people,  as  a  mighty  bulwark  of 
people’s  rule.  The  remarkable  development  of 
the  trade  union  movement  in  the  People’s 
Democracies  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  importance  and  prestige  of  the  trade 
unions  in  the  new  social  and  economic  con¬ 
ditions. 


Before  the  war  there  were  only  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  trade  unionists  in  Poland.  In  1945, 
a  few  months  after  the  liberation,  the  united 
Polish  trade  unions  had  an  aggregate  mem¬ 
bership  of  1,184,000  (53  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  employed  persons).  Today,  in  1949, 
the  Polish  trade  unions  have  a  membership  of 
3,607,000,  representing  nearly  100  per  cent  of 
all  wage  and  salary  earners.  Three  million 
workers  and  employees  are  organized  in  trade 
unions  in  Czechoslovakia.  The  Hungarian  uni¬ 
ons,  which  before  the  war  had  less  than 
100,000  members,  now  have  a  membership  of 
1,065,000.  The  second  congress  of  the  Bulgarian 
trade  unions  in  1948  was  attended  by  delegates 
representing  610,000  members.  The  Rumanian 
trade  unions  have  1,716,000  members.  The  Al¬ 
banian  trade  unions  have  64,000  members,  as 
compared  with  25,000  in  1945. 

In  the  People’s  Democracies  unemploy¬ 
ment  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  Real  wages  are 
steadily  rising,  and  already  exceed  the  prewar 
level. 

In  Poland,  industrial  output  in  May  1948  was 
39  per  cent  above  prewar.  Towards  the  end  of 
1948,  output  in  Czechoslovakia  exceeded  pre- 
w’ar  by  10  per  cent,  and  in  Hungary  by  37  per 
cent,  while  in  Albania  output  was  three  times 
greater  than  before  the  war.  Increased  output 
is  furthered  by  labour  emulation  and  the  move¬ 
ment  for  the  improvement  of  production 
methods,  which  have  the  full  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  trade  unions  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Democracies. 

The  trade  unions  take  the  initiative  in  draft¬ 
ing  legislation  and  regulations  governing  la^ 
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bour  conditions  and  social  insurance,  actively 
assist  in  the  operation  of  the  social  welfare 
system,  and  run  rest  homes  and  sanatoria.  The 
trade  unions  have  become  an  important  factor 
in  the  work  of  educating  the  masses  in  the 
spirit  of  sSocialism,  people’s  patriotism  and  pro¬ 
letarian  internationalism. 

We  have  achieved  our  successes,  Zawadzki 
declared,  without  the  Marshall  plan,  without 
exchanging  our  sovereignty  for  a  mess  of  dol¬ 
lar  pottage.  What  we  need  most  for  our  further 
progress  is  peace,  lasting  and  democratic  peace 

Wickremasinghe,  representative  of  the  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Labour  of  Ceylon,  reported  on  the 
condition  of  the  working  masses  in  a  number 
of  colonial  countries. 

He  cited  numerous  instances  of  terrorism 
and  persecution  of  workers  in  Malaya,  Burma, 
Indonesia  and  Ceylon.  In  these  countries,  he 
said,  even  the  elementary  right  of  the  worker 
to  receive  a  subsistence  wage  is  not  recog¬ 
nized,  nor  is  there  any  protective  legislation  for 
women  and  child  labour.  Compulsory  slave 
labour  still  exists.  In  these  conditions  of  colo¬ 
nial  oppression,  the  struggle  of  the  working 
masses  for  their  social  and  economic  rights 
is  growing  into  a  struggle  for  national  liber¬ 
ation. 

Deter,  of  the  Federation  of  Free  German 
Trade  Unions  of  Berlin,  Ocampo,  delegate  from 
the  workers  of  Chile,  and  Buckle,  representing 
the  Negro  workers  of  South  Africa,  took  part 
in  the  debates  on  the  reports.  Invernizzi,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Milan  Chamber  of  Labour  and 
delegate  from  Italy,  told  the  Congress  of  the 


throughout  the  world.  For  that  reason  our 
trade  unions  are  unwavering  guardians  of  peace 
and  of  the  unity  of  the  World  Federation  ol 
Trade  Unions,  and  are  in  favour  of  extending 
and  strengthening  fraternal  ties  with  the  work¬ 
ing  people  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s 
Democracies,  as  well  as  with  the  working 
people  of  the  capitalist  and  colonial  countries. 

In  conclusion,  Zawadzki  pointed  out  that  the 
trade  unions  of  the  People’s  Democracies  draw 
generously  on  the  rich  experience  of  the  trade 
unions  of  the  U.S.S.R. 

stubborn  struggle  the  workers  of  Italy  were 
waging  in  defence  of  their  economic  gains, 
which  were  being  threatened  by  the  employers 
in  alliance  with  the  Marshallized  government. 
Bosi,  secretary  of  the  Italian  Confederation  of 
Agricultural  Workers,  dwelt  on  the  recent 
strike  of  the  farm  labourers  and  on  the  heroic 
struggle  of  the  Italian  workers. 

Zupka,  of  the  Czechoslovak  delegation,  and 
Stoica,  of  the  Rumanian  delegation,  pointed  to 
the  profound  contrast  between  the  status  of  the 
workers  in  the  People’s  Democracies  and  that 
of  the  workers  in  the  Marshallized  countries 
and  the  countries  under  the  domination  of  the 
British,  French  and  Dutch  imperialists. 

K.  S.  Kuznetsova,  Soviet  delegate,  told  of 
the  achievements  of  the  trade  unions  in  the 
Land  of  Socialism. 

The  Congress  then  passed  to  the  next  point 
on  its  agenda:  the  formation  of  trade  depart¬ 
ments,  in  accordance  with  the  Art.  13  of  the 
WFTU  Constitution.  The  report  on  this  subject 
was  made  by  Di  Vittorio  (Italy). 


Formation  of  International  Trade  Departinents 

Report  by  Giuseppe  Di  Ylftorlo 


In  his  report,  Di  Vittorio  stressed  the  ex¬ 
treme  importance  for  the  international  trade 
union  movement  of  the  formation  of  trade  de¬ 
partments  within  the  WFTU,  as  envisaged  by 
Art.  13  of  its  Constitution. 

Without  trade  departments,  Di  Vittorio  said, 
the  WFTU  cannot  perform  its  basic  functions, 
it  cannot  arrange  pooling  of  experience  by  the 
trade  union  organizations  of  various  countries, 
and  still  less  direct  the  various  phases  of  the 


struggle  of  the  workers,  which  is  possible  only 
on  the  basis  of  the  Individual  trades. 

Politicians  to  whom  the  real  interests  of  the 
working  class  are  utterly  alien,  Di  Vittorio 
said,  have  succeeded  in  deceiving  a  number  of 
workers  and  severing  them  from  internation¬ 
al  trade  union  unity  and  from  the  WFTU  by 
demagogically  playing  upon  general  political 
sentiments.  But  these  gentry  will  find  it  in¬ 
comparably  harder  to  prevent  the  workers  from 
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co-ordinating  and  uniting  their  actions  in  the 
struggle  for  their  direct  economic  demands. 

Di  Vittorio  dwelt  in  detail  on  the  Canadian 
seamen’s  strike,  which  was  supported  by  the 
dockers  of  Britain  and  Italy. 

Already  in  1945,  the  leaders  of  the  British 
TUC  insisted,  as  an  absolute  condition,  that  the 
international  trade  secretariats  of  the  former 
Amsterdam  International  should  be  merged 
with  the  trade  departments  of  the  WFTU,  and 
demanded  that  negotiations  be  conducted  with 
these  international  trade  secretariats  before  the 
inaugural  conferences  of  the  new  trade  depart¬ 
ments  were  convened. 

The  position  taken  by  the  TUC  leaders  indi¬ 
cated  that  they  were  trying  to  subordinate  the 
vital  interests  of  the  workers  and  the  wishes 
of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  trade 
union  centres  to  the  interests  of  a  narrow 
group  of  bureaucrats  from  the  old  international 
trade  secretariats.  Whereas  the  WFTU  insisted 
on  sound  democratic  principles  for  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  trade  departments,  the  Interna¬ 
tional  trade  secretariats,  from  the  very  start 
of  the  negotiations,  demanded  that  the  trade 
departments  be  granted  full  autonomy  and  be 
allowed  to  act  absolutely  independently  of  the 
WFTU.  In  that  case  they  would  be  converted 
into  separate  International  trade  union  centres, 
each  having  no  connection  with  other  trade 
departments.  This  would  have  led,  in  practice, 
not  to  cementing,  but  to  splitting  international 
trade  union  unity. 

In  1946  the  International  Transport  Workers’ 
Federation,  led  by  that  old  bureaucrat  of  the 
international  trade  secretariats,  Oldenbroek, 
repudiated  agreements  reached  by  its  own  rep¬ 
resentatives  with  the  WFTU  and  demanded  that 
its  right  should  be  recognized  to  act  within  the 
trade  departments  against  the  line  of  the 
WFTU,  even  in  matters  of  general  trade  union 
policy.  This  testifies  that  at  this  stage  in  the 
postwar  upsurge  of  the  labour  movement,  the 
splitters  had  associated  themselves  with  the 
organs  of  trade  union  unity  solely  with 
a  view  to  attempting,  at  the  opportune 
moment,  to  destroy  this  unity  from  with¬ 
in.  Seeing  the  desire  for  agreement  manifested 
by  the  executive  organs  of  the  WFTU,  the  trade 
union  bureaucrats  of  the  international  trade 
secretariats  kept  putting  forward  ever  new 


demands.  They  rejected  the  constitutions  draft¬ 
ed  for  the  trade  departments  and  unanimously 
approved  by  the  General  Council  of  the  WFTU 
in  Prague  in  June  1947.  At  the  Paris  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Bureau  in  1948,  Deakin,  Carey 
and  Kupers  rejected  Di  Vittorio’s  suggestion 
that  the  decision  as  to  the  constitutions  of  the 
trade  departments  and  their  relations  with  the 
WFTU  should  be  left  to  the  workers,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  trade  departments,  themselves. 
Simultaneously,  at  a  conference  of  members  of 
the  WFTU  Executive  Bureau  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  secretariats,  the  latter  announced 
that  they  were  breaking  off  all  relations  with 
the  WFTU,  without  giving  any  motives  in  jus¬ 
tification  of  this  splitting  action. 

From  all  these  facts,  Di  Vittorio  said,  it  is 
absolutely  clear  that  the  splitters  had  delibe¬ 
rately  planned  the  split  in  advance,  so  that  they 
might  be  able  at  any  moment  to  render  service 
to  the  Imperialists  of  their  countries.  They 
deemed  it  necessary  to  prevent  the  formation 
of  the  trade  departments,  which  were  to  absorb 
the  former  secretariats.  They  preferred  to  re¬ 
tain  them  as  a  basis  for  a  future  break-away 
organization. 

If  we  tolerated  the  obstruction  of  the  split¬ 
ters  so  long,  it  was  exclusively  in  the  hope 
of  saving  trade  union  unity,  Di  Vittorio  de¬ 
clared. 

As  soon  as  all  the  obstacles  had  disappeared, 
the  WFTU  set  about  its  work  with  enthusiasm. 
The  Executive  Bureau  and  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  decided  to  put  Art.  13  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  into  effect  without  delay,  and  worked  out 
a  concrete  plan  of  action  for  the  formation  of 
the  trade  departments.  Considerable  results 
have  been  achieved  in  a  short  space  of  time. 
Four  trade  departments  have  already  been 
formed.  Others  will  be  instituted  immediately 
after  this  Congress.  By  the  end  of  1949  twelve 
trade  departments  will  be  functioning.  The 
WFTU  is  completing  the  building  of  Its  final 
organic  structure  and  is  acquiring  the  organs 
so  essential  for  the  consolidation  of  trade  union 
unity. 

The  slogan  of  all  the  trade  departments,  DI 
Vittorio  said  in  conclusion,  is  the  slogan  of  this 
Congress:  Preserve  your  unity,  and  always 
seek  unity  with  all  the  working  people! 
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Sittings  of  July  6 


In  the  debate  on  Di  Vittorio’s  report,  Gebert 
(Poland),  the  official  appointed  by  the  Secre¬ 
tariat  of  the  WFTU  for  the  formation  of  trade 
departments,  took  the  floor. 

He  stressed  the  international  character  of 
the  first  trade  department  inaugural  confer¬ 
ences,  convened  in  June  of  this  year.  The  inau¬ 
gural  conference  in  Turin  of  the  metalworkers’ 
and  machine-builders’  department  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  62  delegates  from  17  countries,  repre¬ 
senting  7,536,700  workers.  The  following  coun¬ 
tries  were  represented:  France,  Italy,  Spain, 
Germany,  Luxembourg,  Poland,  Hungary, 
Yugoslavia,  Albania,  Rumania,  Australia,  India, 
Venezuela,  Czechoslovakia,  Holland  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  as  well  as  Trieste.  In  addition, 
the  metalworkers  of  Great  Britain,  Canada, 
Finland  and  Belgium  were  represented  by  ob¬ 
servers. 

The  inaugural  conference  of  the  leather  and 
fur  workers’  department  was  held  in  Gottwal- 
dov,  Czechoslovakia.  It  was  attended  by  35  del¬ 
egates  from  16  countries  and  16  observers, 
representing  691,750  organized  workers  in  the 
following  countries:  France,  Italy,  Germany, 
Finland,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Rumania, 
Yugoslavia,  Poland,  the  Soviet  Union,  Bulgaria, 
South  Africa,  China,  Mongolia,  Uruguay  and 
Viet-Nam. 

Messages  of  solidarity  with  the  decisions  of 
the  conference  were  received  from  the  United 
States,  Guatemala  and  Korea. 

At  the  inaugural  conference  in  Lyons  of  the 
textile  and  garment  workers’  department, 
3,115,417  trade  unionists  were  represented  by 
40  delegates  from  11  countries  and  by  two 
observers.  The  countries  represented  were 
France,  Italy,  Holland,  Spain,  Hungary,  Ru¬ 
mania,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  the  Soviet 
Union,  Venezuela  and  South  Africa.  The  dele¬ 
gates  from  China,  Germany  and  Yugoslavia 
could  not  attend  the  conference  because  they 
were  denied  visas.  Nor  could  delegates  from 
Albania  and  Bulgaria  attend.  The  trade  unions 
of  these  five  countries  sent  telegrams  express¬ 
ing  their  full  solidarity  with  the  decisions 
adopted. 

Immediately  following  this  Congress,  inau¬ 
gural  conferences  of  the  seamen’s  and  dock¬ 
ers’  department  will  be  held  in  Marseilles,  of 
the  miners’  department  in  Florence,  and  of  the 
builders’  and  woodworkers’  department  in 
Milan. 


Gebert  was  followed  in  the  discussion  by 
Pfeiferova  (Czechoslovakia),  secretary  of  the 
leather  and  fur  workers’  department,  Jour- 
dain  (France),  secretary  of  the  metalworkers’ 
department,  and  by  Delanoue  (France),  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  educational  workers’  department. 
They  spoke  of  the  tasks  and  activities  of 
their  departments. 

Yefanov,  of  the  Soviet  delegation,  said  that 
Di  Vittorio’s  report  had  brought  out  very 
clearly  the  vital  necessity  for  the  international 
organization  of  the  workers  according  to 
trades. 

Nevertheless,  the  Soviet  representative  said, 
we  know  that  the  WFTU  did  not  institute  trade 
departments  for  more  than  three  years  after 
the  decision  to  this  effect  of  the  First  World 
Trade  Union  Congress. 

The  more  than  three  years’  delay  in  form¬ 
ing  trade  departments  was  exclusively  due 
to  the  fault  of  the  British  TUC  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  CIO,  which  had  no  real  desire  to  give 
effect  to  the  decision  of  the  Congress.  As  sub¬ 
sequent  developments  showed,  their  one  aim 
was  to  undermine  the  Federation  and  split  its 
ranks. 

As  soon  as  the  sabotage  of  the  leaders  of 
the  CIO  and  TUC  ceased,  as  a  result  of  their 
withdrawal  from  the  WFTU,  the  WFTU  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee  in  January  of  this  year  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  form  trade  departments.  Four  of 
them  have  already  been  formed  and  are  func¬ 
tioning. 

All  the  activities  of  the  trade  departments, 
the  Soviet  delegate  said,  must  conform  with  the 
objects  and  principles  of  the  WFTU,  which  re¬ 
flect  the  interests  of  the  workers  as  a  whole. 
Accordingly,  the  tasks  of  the  trade  departments 
should  be: 

1.  To  defend  the  trade  union,  economic  and 
social  rights  of  the  workers; 

.  2.  To  secure  improvement  of  their  material 

conditions  and  guaranteed  work; 

3.  To  work  for  limitation  of  working  hours 
and  for  full  employment; 

4.  To  combat  discrimination  on  grounds  of 
race,  sex,  age,  etc.,  in  labour  legislation; 

5.  To  work  for  an  all-round  system  of  so¬ 
cial  insurance; 

6.  To  secure  annual  paid  holidays; 

7.  To  fight  for  improvement  of  working 
conditions; 
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8.  To  assist  the  promotion  of  education  and 
Qccuipational  training  for  workers. 

The  Soviet  delegation  moves  that  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Secre¬ 
tariat  of  the  WFTU  in  instituting  trade  de¬ 


partments  be  approved,  and  that  the  Executive 
Committee  be  instructed  to  convene  in  the  near 
future  inaugural  conferences  for  such  trade 
departments  as  the  Congress  shall  decide  to 
form. 


Sittings  of  July  7 


At  the  morning  sitting,  the  Congress  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  discuss  trade  union  activities  in  the 
countries  of  Asia,  Australia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America. 

Ernest  Thornton  reported  on  the  position 
and  activities  of  the  trade  unions  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand.  He  also  read  a  report  on 
trade  union  activities  In  Asiatic  countries  sent 
from  Prague  by  the  appointed  reporter  on  this 
subject,  Liu  Ning-}^,  head  of  the  Chinese  dele¬ 
gation,  whom  the  Italian  government  had  re^ 
fused  to  grant  an  entry  visa. 

Liu  Ning-yi’s  report  dealt  with  the  position 
and  activities  of  the  trade  unions  in  China, 
North  Korea,  the  Mongolian  People’s  Repub¬ 


lic,  Viet-Nam,  Indonesia,  Japan,  South  Korea, 
India,  Burma,  Ceylon,  Malaya,  Siam,  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  and  the  countries  of  the  Near  East 
(Iraq,  Lebanon,  Iran,  Turkey  and  Egypt). 

Alain  Le  Leap  (France)  reported  on  the 
trade  union  movement  in  the  African  countries 
— Algeria,  Morocco,  Tunisia,  Egypt  and  Anglo- 
Egyptian  Sudan. 

A  report  on  the  trade  union  movement  in 
the  Latin  American  countries  and  the  struggle 
of  the  workers  of  these  countries  against 
United  States  economic  penetration  was  made 
by  Lombardo  Toledano. 

The  reports  were  followed  by  discussioiL 


■*  «  « 


At  the  evening  sitting  the  debate  was  contin¬ 
ued.  Eight  speakers  took  part,  including  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  trade  union  centres  of  Tu¬ 
nisia,  South  Africa,  Lebanon,  Syria,  Bolivia 


and  Brazil.  The  Congress  listened  with  great 
attention  to  the  speech  of  Alisher  Beisenov,  of 
the  Soviet  delegation,  chairman  of  the  Trade 
Union  Council  of  the  Kazakh  Republic. 


Speech  by  Soviet  Delegate  Alisher  Beisenov 


Dealing  with  the  trade  union  movement  in 
the  countries  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica,  Alisher  Beisenov,  declared  that,  as  a  result 
bf  imperialist  misrule,  the  working  masses  in 
the  colonial  and  dependent  countries  were  suf¬ 
fering  from  poverty,  hunger,  unemployment, 
inhuman  exploitation,  racial  discrimination  and 
complete  lack  of  political  rights. 

Entirely  different,  said  Beisenov,  is  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  working  people  in  the  countries 
where  the  imperialist  yoke  has  been  thrown 
off  and  the  people  have  won  genuine  national 
independence.  In  the  liberated  territories  of 
China  and  in  North  Korea,  the  abolition  of 
imperialist  oppression  and  the  implementation 
of  radical  social  and  economic  reforms  have 
created  the  conditions  for  unlimited  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  material  and  cultural  standards 
of  the  working  people. 


The  British  and  American  imperialists  are 
fighting  the  national-liberation  movement  in 
Asia  and  trying  to  drown  it  in  blood.  But  facts 
cited  at  this  Congress  show  that,  in  spite  of  all 
the  machinations  of  the  imperialists,  the  strug¬ 
gle  of  the  peoples  of  Indonesia,  Viet-Nam, 
Burma,  Malaya,  South  Korea  and  the  Philip¬ 
pines  continues  to  gain  in  dimensions  and 
strength.  The  workers’  organizations,  which 
constitute  the  leading  force  in  the  national- 
liberation  movement,  are  growing  and  spread¬ 
ing.  Since  the  war  a  growth  of  the  strike  move¬ 
ment  is  to  be  observed  in  the  countries  of 
Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America,  and  Australia. 
The  scope  of  the  postwar  strike  movement 
in  India  and  Japan  is  without  parallel  in  the 
history  of  the  labour  movement  of  these 
countries. 

The  growth  of  the  democratic  trade  union 
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movement  in  the  colonial  and  dependent  coun¬ 
tries  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  imperialist 
plans  to  tighten  the  chains  of  slavery  on  these 
countries.  The  reactionary  governments  in  the 
Asiatic,  African  and  Latin  American  countries, 
acting  on  the  orders  of  the  British  and  Amer¬ 
ican  interventionists,  are  driving  the  progres¬ 
sive  trade  unions  underground,  arresting  their 
leaders  wholesale,  and  maltreating,  shooting 
and  executing  leading  figures  in  the  labour 
movement.  In  India  alone,  more  than  15,000 
active  members  of  democratic  unions  have 
been  cast  into  jail.  In  Japan  and  South  Korea, 
the  reactionary  puppet  governments  of  Yoshida 
and  Li  Seung  Man,  together  with  the  American 
occupation  authorities,  persecute  the  democrat¬ 
ic  unions  and  wreak  arbitrary  reprisals  on  trade 
union  leaders  and  participants  in  labour  de¬ 
monstrations  and  meetings. 

The  American  occupation  authorities  have 
not  allowed  the  representatives  of  the  workers 
of  Japan  and  South  Korea  to  establish  interna¬ 
tional  contacts.  This  Congress  cannot  pass  over 
in  silence  the  outrageous  fact  that  MacArthur’s 
headquarters  have  not  allowed  the  democratic¬ 
ally  elected  delegates  of  the  Japanese  trade 
unions  to  come  to  Italy  to  attend  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress. 

Besides  the  savage  treatment  which  the  gov¬ 
ernments  of  the  Asiatic,  African  and  Latin 
American  countries  mete  out  to  the  workers, 
they  set  up  bogus,  police-ridden  trade  unions, 
as  a  means  of  combating  the  workers. 

The  WFTU  undertook  a  number  of  practical 
measures  to  assist  the  trade  unions  of  the  co¬ 
lonial  and  dependent  countries  and  to  improve 
the  lot  of  the  working  people.  A  WFTU  com¬ 
mission  visited  Japan,  South  Korea,  Iran  and 
Tunisia.  A  conference  of  trade  unions  of  the 
African  continent  was  convened.  The  WFTU 
has  repeatedly  protested  against  the  persecu¬ 
tion  of  democratic  trade  union  organizations 
and  their  leaders.  But  the  leaders  of  the  British 
TUC  and  the  American  CIO  did  everything  in 
their  power  to  frustrate  the  WFTU’s  measures. 
Particularly  conspicuous  was  the  way  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  TUC  and  CIO  sabotaged  the  decision 
of  the  Paris  Congress  to  convene  a  conference 
of  trade  unions  of  the  Asiatic  countries. 

Since  their  withdrawal  from  the  WFTU,  the 
reactionary  leaders  of  the  TUC  and  CIO,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  A.F.  of  L.,  have  intensified  their 
subversive  activities  in  Asia,  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  Australia,  resorting  to  vio¬ 


lence,  blackmail,  calumny,  intrigue  and  cor¬ 
ruption. 

The  Soviet  delegation  considers  that  the 
WFTU  must  continue  to  regard  assistance  to 
the  trade  unions  of  the  colonial  and  dependent 
countries  as  one  of  its  most  important'  tasks. 
With  a  view  to  improving  the  economic  status 
of  the  workers  of  the  colonial  and  dependent 
countries  and  assisting  the  democratic  trade 
unions  of  these  countries,  and  with  a  view  to 
promoting  stable  and  lasting  peace  throughout 
the  world,  the  Soviet  delegation  considers  that 
the  Second  World  Trade  Union  Congress  should 
instruct  the  newly  elected  Executive  Committee 
to  apply  to  the  United  Nations  Economic  and 
Social  Council  with  the  demand  that  it  should 
at  its  next  session  hear  a  report  from  the 
WFTU  on  violations  of  the  democratic  and 
trade  union  liberties  in  the  countries  of  Asia, 
Africa  and  Latin  America,  and,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  United  Nations,  send  joint  com¬ 
missions  to  India,  Iran,  the  Union  of  South  Af¬ 
rica,  Brazil,  Chile  and  Venezuela  to  study  the 
situation  on  the  spot.  With  a  view  to  render¬ 
ing  the  struggle  for  the  vital  needs  of  the 
working  people  more  effective,  and  to  giving 
still  weightier  assistance  to  the  trade  unions  of 
the  Asiatic  and  African  countries,  the  Soviet 
delegation  seconds  the  proposal  that  a  confer¬ 
ence  of  trade  unions  of  Asiatic  countries  and  a 
conference  of  trade  unions  of  African  countries 
be  convened  not  later  than  1950,  and  that  a 
liaison  bureau  of  the  WFTU  be  set  up  in  Asia. 

The  executive  bodies  of  the  WFTU  should  be 
instructed  to  demand  of  the  Indian  govern¬ 
ment  the  release  from  prison  of  Comrade 
Dange,  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  our  Federation  and  General  Secretary  of 
the  All-India  Trades  Union  Congress,  and  the 
other  leading  members  of  that  organization; 
to  demand  of  the  Iranian  government  that  it 
rescind  the  death  penalty  on  Reza  Rusta,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Central  Trade  Union  Council  of 
Iran;  that  it  address  a  protest  to  the  British 
government  against  the  villainous  murder  of 
Genapathy  and  Veerasenan,  leaders  of  the  Pan- 
Malayan  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  and  that 
it  address  a  protest  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  against  the  gross  violations  of 
the  Potsdam  declaration  and  the  decisions  of 
the  Far-Eastern  Commission  on  the  democrat¬ 
ization  of  Japan,  against  robbing  the  trade 
union  organizations  of  the  Japanese  and 
South  Korean  workers  of  their  elementary 
democratic  rights. 
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Renato  Bitossi  (Italy)  then  delivered  the  re¬ 
port  on  the  next  item  on  the  agenda:  The 
problem  of  migrant  labour  and  of  economic 
and  social  equality  for  migrant  workers. 

• 

The  Credentials  Committee  of  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress  issued  its 
final  report  on  the  representation  of  national 
trade  union  centres  at  the  Congress.  The 
chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee, 
Raynaud  (France)  reported  that  the  full  and 
verified  figures  showed  that  the  Congress  was 
attended  by  225  delegates  from  the  trade 
union  centres  of  34  countries  in  all  the  conti¬ 
nents:  Soviet  Union,  France,  Italy,  Germany 
(Federation  of  Free  German  Trade  Unions), 
Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Luxembourg,  Holland, 
Rumania,  Bulgaria,  Republican  Spain,  Finland, 
Hungary,  Greece,  Free  Territory  of  Trieste, 
Albania,  Cyprus,  South  Africa  (Negro  and 
Hindu  trade  unions),  Viet-Nam,  Ceylon, 
Tunisia,  Northern  Rhodesia,  Syria,  Lebanon, 
Israel,  Yugoslavia,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Cuba, 
Costa  Rica,  Chile,  Brazil,  Bolivia  and  Austra¬ 
lia. 

In  addition,  there  were  eight  delegates  from 
the  metalworkers’,  leather  workers’,  textile 
workers’  and  educational  workers’  trade  de¬ 
partments — two  from  each. 

Ten  national  affiliates  (China,  Japan,  North 
Korea,  South  Korea,  India,  Burma,  the  Philip- 


Sittings 

At  its  morning  sitting,  the  Congress  com¬ 
pleted  the  discussion  on  trade  union  activities 
in  the  countries  of  Asia,  Australia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America.  Delegates  from  the  trade  unions 
of  Viet-Nam,  Costa  Rica,  Chile,  Algeria,  Austra¬ 
lia,  Tunisia  and  Ecuador  took  part  in  the 
debate. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  V.y.  Kuznetsov, 
head  of  the  Soviet  delegation,  took  the 
floor  and  made  the  following  statement: 

“The  Soviet  delegation  moves  that  the  Sec¬ 
ond  World  Trade  Union  Congress  come  out 
vigorously  in  defence  of  the  ten  seamen  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Greek  trade  union  movement. 

“Loyal  sons  of  the  working  class,  they  were 
active  fighters  in  the  resistance  movement 


At  the  end  of  the  sitting,  amid  loud  and 
prolonged  applause,  the  Congress  unanimously 
adopted  a  resolution  on  the  report  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  on  the  activities  of  the  WFTU. 

* 

pines,  Panama,  Colombia  and  Uruguay)  were 
unable  to  send  their  delegates  to  the  Congress 
chiefly  because  they  had  been  refused  visas 
either  to  leave  their  countries  or  to  enter  Italy. 
The  trade  unions  of  the  Mongolian  People’s 
Republic  had  had  no  time  to  send  delegates, 
since  they  were  accepted  into  the  WFTU,  by 
decision  of  its  Executive  Committee,  only  on 
the  eve  of  the  Milan  Congress. 

The  membership  of  the  trade  unions  affiliat¬ 
ed  to  the  WFTU  and  represented  at  the  Con¬ 
gress  totaled  for  the  45  countries  71,786,515. 
In  addition,  there  were  present  at  the  Congress, 
in  the  capacity  of  “observers”  27  representa¬ 
tives  of  trade  union  centres  not  affiliated  to 
the  WFTU,  from  14  countries:  Canada,  Bel¬ 
gium,  Iceland,  Finland,  Austria,  South  Africa, 
Argentina,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Pakistan, 
Ceylon,  Ecuador,  Guatemala  and  Venezuela. 

Official  representatives  had  been  sent  to  the 
Congress  by  the  following  international  dem¬ 
ocratic  organizations:  International  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Women’s  Federation,  World  Federation 
of  Democratic  Youth,  World  Federation  of 
Scientific  Workers,  International  Organization 
of  Journalists. 


July  8 

during  the  Nazi  occupation  in  Greece.  After 
the  country’s  liberation  they  fought  for  its 
democratic  reconstruction  and  for  improved 
conditions  for  the  working  people.  Because  of 
their  devoted  service  to  their  people,  these 
Greek  seamen  were  in  1948  sentenced  to  death 
by  the  royalist-fascist  government.  This  villain¬ 
ous  sentence  was  not  carried  out  only  thanks 
to  the  interference  of  democratic  and  public 
organizations  and  the  United  Nations  General 
Assembly.  However,  the  Greek  royalist-fascists 
are  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  the  condemned 
and  imprisoned  seamen. 

“We  consider  that  the  Congress  cannot  re¬ 
main  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  these  members 
of  the  Greek  labour  movement  and  should 
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raise  its  voice  in  protest  against  the  vengeance 
that  is  being  planned  against  our  Greek  com¬ 
rades. 

“The  Soviet  delegation  moves  that  we  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  governments  of  Greece,  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  United 
Nations,  a  vigorous  protest  against  the  death 
sentence  and,  in  the  name  of  the  71.5  million 
workers  united  in  the  World  Federation  of 


At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  General 
Council  of  the  WFTU  elected  at  the  Second 
World  Trade  Union  Congress,  Louis  Saillant 
was  unanimously  elected  General  Secretary  of 
the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions. 

When  this  decision  of  the  General  Council 
was  announced  by  Di  Vittorio  at  the  evening 
plenary  sitting  of  the  Congress,  General  Sec¬ 
retary  Saillant  received  a  long  ovation.  Ernest 
Thornton  (Australia),  chairman  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee,  then  read  out  an  addendum 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  WFTU  drafted  by 
his  committee.  According  to  this  addendum, 
which  was  unanimously  endorsed  by  the  Con¬ 
gress,  the  Executive  Committee  will  consist  of 
32  members  and  32  alternate  members,  instead 
of  22  members  and  22  alternate  members  as 
heretofore.  All  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  will  represent  the  Congress  as  a 
whole,  and  not  geographical  or  industrial  di¬ 
visions.  The  number  of  vice-presidents  of  the 

Sittings 

The  World  Trade  Union  Congress  ended  on 
the  evening  of  July  9.  At  the  closing  sitting, 
Louis  Saillant,  General  Secretary  of  the 
WFTU,  announced  that  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  at  its  first  meeting  in  Milan,  had  elected 
Giuseppe  di  Vittorio  President  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  and  the  following 
vice-presidents:  Kuznetsov  (Soviet  Union), 
Le  Leap  (France),  Liu  Ning-yi  (China),  Lom¬ 
bardo  Toledano  (Latin  America),  Blokzijl  (Hol¬ 
land),  Dange  (India),  Pena  (Cuba)  and  Dialo 
Abdulla  (Africa).  Two  vice-presidencies  have 
been  left  vacant  for  representatives  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  Congress  greeted  the  announcement  of 
the  election  of  Di  Vittorio,  Kuznetsov,  Liu 
Ning-yi,  Le  Leap,  Dange  and  the  other  leaders 
to  executive  posts  in  the  WFTU  with  loud  and 
prolonged  cheers. 


Trade  Unions,  demand  the  immediate  release 
of  these  innocent  victims  of  the  royalist-fas¬ 
cist  terror.” 

The  Congress  unanimously  endorsed  the 
Soviet  delegation’s  proposal. 

At  the  morning  sitting,  the  Congress  elected 
the  General  Council  of  the  WFTU,  composed 
of  representatives  of  all  the  trade  union  cen¬ 
tres. 

*  * 

WFTU,  who  are  elected  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  is  increased  from  7  to  11. 

At  the  end  of  the  sitting,  the  Congress  elect¬ 
ed  the  Executive  Committee,  composed  of  the 
following  members:  Kuznetsov,  Solovyov, 
Kuznetsova,  Berezin,  Allahverdiyev  and  Olyu- 
nina  (Soviet  Union);  Frachon,  Le  Leap,  and 
Monmousseau  (France);  Di  Vittorio  and  Santi 
(Italy);  Dange  (India);  Liu  Shao-chi  and  Liu 
Ning-yi  (China);  Zupka  (Czechoslovakia);  Za- 
wadzki  (Poland);  Apostol  (Rumania);  Apro 
(Hungary);  Warnke  (Germany);  Reza  Rusta 
(Iran);  el-Ariss  (Lebanon)  and  trade  union  lead¬ 
ers  from  other  countries  of  Europe,  Africa, 
America  and  Asia. 

Thornton  (Australia)  was  elected  to  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  from  the  trade  departments. 
Places  on  the  Executive  Committee  for  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  trade  unions  of  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Great  Britain,  the  Scandinavi¬ 
an  countries,  Japan,  Korea  and  a  number  of 
other  countries,  have  been  left  open  for  future 
decision. 

of  July  9 

Further  cheers  and  the  singing  of  the  “In¬ 
ternationale”  followed  the  reading  by  Croizat, 
of  the  French  General  Confederation  of  La¬ 
bour,  of  the  text  of  a  manifesto  in  behalf  of 
peace,  the  democratic  rights  and  economic 
interests  of  the  workers,  and  closer  working- 
class  unity.  The  manifesto,  as  well  as  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  workers  and  trade  union  members 
of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  whose  leaders  have  announced  their 
withdrawal  from  the  WFTU,  were  unanimously 
endorsed  by  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  also  adopted  resolutions  on 
the  reports  of  Kuznetsov  and  Santi  on  the  gen¬ 
eral  policy  of  the  WFTU  and  its  struggle  for 
peace,  the  .  democratic  rights  of  the  peoples 
and  international  trade  union  unity;  a  resolu¬ 
tion  on  the  activities  of  the  WFTU  and  its  af¬ 
filiated  national  centres  in  behalf  of  the  eco- 
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nomic  and  social  interests,  of  the  working  peo¬ 
ple;  a  resolution  on  the  trade  departments  of 
the  WFTU,  and  a  resolution  in  defence  of  the 
ten  Greek  seamen  trade  unionists  sentenced 
to  death  by  the  royalist-fascists. 

Resolutions  on  other  questions  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Executive  Bureau  of  the  WFTU 
for  final  drafting. 

In  his  closing  speech,  Di  Vittorio,  President 
of  the  WFTU,  declared  that  this  Congress  had 
strengthened  the  forces  of  the  WFTU  and  of 
the  international  proletariat,  who  now  have  a 
new  and  powerful  instrument  for  consolidating 
the  unity  of  the  workers  of  the  world  in  the 
struggle  for  their  rights,  for  liberty,  democracy 
and  the  preservation  of  peace.  This  Congress, 
Di  Vittorio  said,  showed  that  the  WFTU  is  the 
only  genuine  international  organization  of  the 
working  class,  and  one  capable  of  effecting 


within  its  ranks  the  unity  of  the  proletariat 
of  all  countries  of  the  world.  It  demonstrated 
to  the  American  and  British  warmongers  who 
head  the  camp  of  imperialist  reaction  that  they 
are  not  the  masters  of  the  world:  the  working 
people  of  the  capitalist  and  colonial  countries, 
together  with  their  emancipated  brothers  of 
thi  Socialist  part  of  the  world,  represent  an 
invincible  force,  an  unshakable  bulwark  of 
peace  and  progress. 

The  appeal  of  Di  Vittorio  to  strengthen  the 
international  solidarity  of  the  working  people 
and  its  mighty  bulwark,  the  great  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Trade  Unions,  was  greeted  with 
stormy  applause.  All  the  delegates  rose  and 
sang  the  “Internationale”  and  the  hymn  of  the 
Italian  proletariat,  “Bandiera  Rossa.”  Long  and 
thunderous  cheering  and  applause  resounded 
through  the  hall. 


[The  Manifesto  and  resolutions  of  the  Congress  will  be  given  in  a  supplement  to  our  next  issue) 
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